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Peace 
By Thomas F. Gordon 


HAT shall I wish for my friend to-day ? 
Silver and gold, success alway, 
Joy and mirth, a life that’s gay, , 
Eternal sunshine and resting? Nay-- 
I wish you peace, 


While a wall of hate the race uprears 
And the tread of death dins in our ears ; 
While millions: of hearts are sick with fears 
And the eyes of earth are blind with tears, 

I wish you peace. 


Not idle content in a quiet spot, 
Nor hardened scorn of the sufferer’s lot, 
But a soul where the love of God is hot, 
And, knowing that love, it feareth not— 
So be your peace. 


Peace in the grip of the Father’s hand, 

Joy in obedience to his command - 

His is the placing, where’er we stau 4, 

And only with Him may we reach the land 
Of infinite peace, 





Defeating Man’s Master 

Winning men must be God's work, because 
holding men is Satan’s work. The ‘ why '’ of men's 
holding back from accepting the gracious invitation 
and unspeakable gift of Christ finds its answer only 
in the mystery of Satan. ‘If I lifted the Stars and 
Stripes,’’ cried Billy Sunday, ‘‘ and told you an enemy 
had landed upon our shores, how you'd come, fight- 
ing, fighting.’ Yet thousands see Billy Sunday in 
his unparalleled way lift up the banner of the Son of 
God, and they commend his words, refuse to enlist 
and go away—lost. A Christian worker in another 


city, writing to a friend in Philadelphia of the great 
revival there, touched the heart of the need: ‘‘ The 
most important human factor is not Billy Sunday— 
it is the people who know how to pray so that God 
hears. He can get the ear of the man, but the man’s 
master, Satan, is not routed until a spiritual force is 
set in motion."’ Unregenerate man has a master so 
powerful that only Omnipotence can defeat him. 
And God in his supreme work of winning men has 
made that omnipotent power of His dependent upon 
the Christian's prayer ! 
x 


Why We Forget 


Forgetfulness is often a failure not of memory 
but of love. Love never forgets the loved one’s in- 
terest. A young man was returning from work one 
night full of regret because he had entirely forgotten 
a request that his sister had made. As he searched 
his mind for some excuse for his neglect, he suddenly 
asked himself whether he cou/d have forgotten if the 
girl whom he was soon to marry had made the re- 
quest. He then confessed to himself that the forget- 
fulness was a failure in love. A note-book is doubtless 
a convenient tool to supplement the memory and 
prevent neglect. Yet it is often not a note-book that 
is needed, but a love like Christ's, who required no 
written reminder when his friends’ interests were at 
stake, God never forgets a hair on the head of one 
of his children, because God is love, 


a 
Dr. H amill’s Life-Work 


Heaven grows ticher, and heaven draws nearer, 
every time earth is impoverished by the passing of a 
loved one into that Land. When, on January 21, 
Dr. H. M.. Hamill ended his earthly work, the Sun- 
day-schools of North America lost one of their most 
fruitful lives. He was in his sixty-seventh year ; and 
for more than forty years he had lived for the cause 
of better teaching, both secular and religious, Few 
if any have done for Sunday-school teacher-training 
what he did. He had’ been Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Education of the International Sunday School 
Association ; and last June at the Chicago Convention 
he was made President of the Association. He had 


served the state Sunday-school teacher-training work, 
and that of his own denomination (Methodist Espico- 
pal, South) with brilliant success. His membership 
in the International: Lesson Committee had been a 
matter of thanksgiving to many, just now when that 
Committee faces problems of the utmost importance ; 
and his clear-visioned ideals for the conservation of the 
Uniform Lesson System will, it is earnestly hoped, be 
cherished and carried out by the Committee in the 
work that lies immediately ahead. _ Dr. Hamill was 
a rare combination of fearless conviction, fiery positive- 
ness, irrepressible humor, magnetic eloquence and 
teaching genius, along with deep affection and tender 
love. He was a brave soldier in the Confederate 
Army, though only seventeen when the war was over ; 
and at the time of his death he was Chaplain General 
of the United Confederate Veterans, Far from being 
an ‘‘old man’’ when he died, his going nevertheless 
breaks another of our links with the «‘Old Guard"’ to 
which the Sunday-school life of to-day owes such a 


vast debt. 
“a 


When Our Interest is Gone 

An uninterested person lives an uninteresting life. 
And life becomes a daily, hourly punishment when it 
loses its interest to us. But how many persons are 
suffering in just that way! The keen interest that 
everything had to them when they were in their teens 
or twenties is gone, They thought they never could 
have enough of life then ; now they have too much of 
it every day. Nothing can hold their lasting enthu- 
siasm, Life has become a landscape out of which the 
colors have gone, Yet for these very persons all the 
lost interest can be restored : better than that, a new 
interest can be created which shall satisfy with ever 
fresh and everlasting surprises. The way? By let- 
ting Christ put his hand against their worst enemies, 
sin and self. In Israel, one day, ‘the hand of Jeho- 
vah was against the Philistines,’’ and it continued to 
be so ‘‘all the days of Samuel.’’ And the cities that 
Israel had lost to the enemy were restored. God can 
restore to us what we never thought to have again. 
He does it when we let him replace our self with 
Christ. Then our life begins to be the life of God. 
And interest never wanes when we live the super- 
natural life that God lives. 


b 4 


How Can We Love God? 


MAN asked-Jesus what he regarded as the funda- 
mental thing in life. The answer which Jesus 
gave seems completely to have satisfied his 

questioner, and to have convinced or silenced the 
whole hostile crowd which was about him. ‘That is 
true,’’ we can hear them saying. ‘*‘The answer is 
right ; we all see it."" That is, we all see it now. It 
seems unquestionably the right answer. But it was 
an answer which marks the absolute originality and 
uniqueness of Christianity. - No other religion has in 
it anything like it. Wherever in the world to-day we 
cite this answer it meets with approval, but it was 
only Christ who ever gave this answer. 

The question was, ‘‘ What commandment is the first 
of all?"’ Jesus’ answer included these words : ‘‘ Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God.’’ Have we ever stopped 
carefully to examine what this means? The idea and 
the words are so familiar that we are prone to use them 
with a smooth and unexamined acceptance. What 
does it mean to love God, which Jesus said was the 
primary and indispensable thing? ‘I wish I knew 
what that meant,’’ said a schoolboy ; ‘‘every Sunday 
in chapel the preacher reads those words, ‘The first 
is this, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength’ ; but what zs loving God, 
and how can I do it ?*’ 


We truly love a person when two things are true. 
First, when we truly live to serve that person more 
than ourselves, ‘The good shepherd,’’ said Jesus, 
‘«layeth down his life for thesheep.’’ ‘* Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends.’’ ‘‘Hereby know we love,’’ writes 
John, ‘‘ because he laid down his life for us : and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.’’ Wher- 
ever love is we see it thus manifested, 

A man of evidently rough nature was sitting in a 
railway coach. He had an unlighted cigar in his 
mouth. His hat was crooked on his head, and his 
face was coarse. But all who sat around him were 
drawn toward him. His little daughter was next him, 
standing on the seat with her arm around his neck ; 
his arm was around her, and a look of absolutely self- 
forgetful love transformed him. His one thought was 
to shield and keep her. All his way and will were 
ruled by a love for the little girl who was his life, 
nearer and dearer to him than he was to himself. 
Loving God is living to serve him, and not ourselves. 

And secondly, we are sure that we love a person 
when we live according to that person's highest ideals 
of us. It is thus that a love of what is good and holy 
makes impossible ali that is base and low. We love 
God when we seek to live as he desires, seek to be 
what he thinks we can and ought to be. 
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But let us look into the idea of loving God a little 
further. How are we to love God, to make him real 
enough to our minds and hearts to love? 

One way is to think of him and to act toward him 
as a real father or a person ; not as a word, or a hy- 
pothesis, or an idea, but as a true and living father. 
This was the habit of Jesus.. He never called God 
anything but Father, and he did this repeatedly. 
Once, and only once, he exclaimed ‘* My God,"’ and 
that was in the anguish of the cross. At every other 
time he said ‘‘ Father.’’ It was always reverent, as 
we see in the high-priestly prayer of John 17. But it 
was real and familiar, just as a son would speak of a 
father whom he loved and sought to serve. And he 
always acted in this spirit, just as he always spoke 
in it. ‘*As the Father taught me, I speak these 
things. And he that sent me is with me; he hath 
not left me alone; for I do always the things that are 
pleasing to him."’ If we will speak and act in this 
way we shall find God becoming daily more real and 
more dear to us, and we shall become more like that 
first-born Son of whom he said, ‘‘ This is my well- 
beloved."’ 

Another way to cultivate the faculty of loving God 
is to deal reverently with him and with all that he has 
made. A man ought always to speak tenderly and 
reverently of God as he would of his earthly father or 
mother, The Holy Name Society of the Roman 
Catholic Church has done a good service in discoun- 
tenancing the careless and profane use of God's name 
among a large class of men. And God's works are 
to be reverenced as much as his name,—our, bodies 
and other people's bodies, forests, and dumb crea- 
tures, all that is beautiful and all that is useful. 
Such reverence will help us to love God. 

** The dear God who loveth us, 
He made and loveth all,’’ 

By thinking and reading as in God's presence we 
shall cultivate his love, remembering that ‘‘there is 
no creature that is not manifest in his sight, but all 
things are naked and laid open before the eyes of him 
with whom we have to.do.’’ We shall think the 
thoughts and read the books worthy of the love of 
God and submissible to his scrutiny. And the very 
idea that all such things must be handled in God's 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 











love will hold life more steadily in the sense of that 
love and of God as a loved one. The necessity and 
desire which we feel of having the pictures of those 
whom we love with us will lead us to keep God's pic- 
ture near, and both to show our love and enlarge our 
love by looking often at it as we have it in One who 
was so truly the express image of God that he could 
say, ‘‘ He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.’’ 

We may love God and reveal our love and increase 
it by viewing everything in the light of its relation to 
God and God's thought about it. Weshall get anew 
light upon our political and moral and economic 
problems, the questions which arise regarding our 
human relationships, upon our personal habits, and 
have many doubtful things easily and sharply settled, 
by viewing them in their bearing upon our love of 
God. This way of looking upon them personalizes 
all questions of right and truth and duty, and makes 
all our judgments and actions utterances of a personal 
affection for God. In truth, it is just obedience in all 
such things to the highest will of God of which we 
can conceive that is the evidence of love. And on 
this, whenever we doubt or are in spiritual depression, 
we can rest ourselves. ‘‘I still love thee,’’ we can 
say to God. ‘‘I do not see thee. I do not feel thee. 
But I know what it is right to do, and I will do it out 
of love to thee, and by my doing it show thee and 
myself that I love thee, and that thou art here to be 
loved.”’ 

And to those who thus strive to love God he comes 


with a love that will lend them-the power to love him: 


more, 





Will God Deliver Us from Debt ? 


In the Times for January 2, in the notes on ‘''The Call 
of Gideon,’ under the sub-title ‘‘‘The Truth That is 
Golden,"’ appear these words : 

**If God should appear to you in personal presence 
to-day and ask you to tell him your greatest problem, or 
the greatest need of your life, promising that among all the 
things that would be well-pleasing to him he would give 
you, if you would but ask for it, the thing that you most 
longed for, what would you name ? Would you be glad 
to have such an offer from God himself ? 

** That is exactly what God is offering you. God is suf- 
ficient for your need. No matter what it may be: if it is 
a veal need of your life, either for yourself or for others 
who are dear to you, whether it is a matter of business, of 
school life, of money, of health, of environment,—no mat- 
ter what it is, God is ready to ‘create it into being’ for 
you if you will but let him. That was his message to 


Gideon. That is his message to Nem and me through 
Jesus Christ. Do we really believe in God's suffi- 
ciency ?"’ 


When I read these words I fell on my knees before God 
in prayer, asking for the special thing I need so much. 

For years my favorite text has been, '' For my God shall 
supply all your need according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus.’’. I have been in his service for years, giv- 
ing him my heart when in my teens. I am now past 
middle life. From early manhood ! have been in active 
Christian service. I have never consciously sought any 
— or good for myself alone, but for the good of oth- 
ers. y profession or calling does not bring me a large 
income, yet I have for years tithed, and often have done 
more than that. Even when the care of those dependent 
upon me burdened me heavily, I stili tithed. 

Through or because of a great injustice done to me, 
which | accepted in a Christian spirit, I became involved 
in.debt. My income or earning is such that I cannot see 
how I can extricate myself, unless God out of his great 
riches sends it to me, I have prayed that in some way he 
would do this, but no answer has come. Have I a right 
to believe he will ? 

In my teaching I have always asserted strongly that all 
our spiritual needs would be supplied, and that we could 
ask confidently for this ; but I have never asked for tem- 
poral supplies with the same confidence that I have for 
spiritual. 1 feel that, while I am willing to use all my 
powers for God's work, my freedom to work is restricted 
by this incubus of debt. If the relief does not come I must 
drop out of the ranks of the workers. Can you help me? 
—A NEW YORK READER. 


Are temporal supplies vea/ needs of our life while 
ve live in temporal bodies, if we are to serve God ? 





There is only one answer to that question. 
needs are just as real as spiritual needs. Christ's own 
life, actions, and teachings séttled this. ‘Therefore if 
we do not ask God to meet our temporal needs with 
the same confidence that we have in him for our spir- 
itual needs, we are doubting lis trustworthiness. -Let 
us first of all recognize this doubt as sin, confess the sin 
to him, ask him for forgiveness, and then at once trust 
him for that forgiveness. Then let us ask him for faith 
to believe in him for everything ; and at once trust him 
for that faith, without looking for any feeling or evi- 
dence that he has answered this prayer also. 

Now for the money need. It may or it may not be 
areal need. Are we willing to trust God to decide 





Why a Bibie Success Band? 


ieee 
tte 
Henin 
tile 
: : 

H : 
& q 

I 

i 


The 1915 booklets may be ordered from The -Sunday':School *: 
Times at 15 cents for a single copy (including the card of member-_ 
ship), or in quantities of ten or more at ten cents each. 











Temporal * 


FEBRUARY 13, 1915 


-whether it is a need or not? If we feel that we can- 


not have all the joy and thanksgiving that we might 
until after our debt is completely removed, we are 
putting something ahead of Christ in our life. And 
Christ cannot do for us all that he wants to do while 
anything in our life makes a greater claim upon our 
interests than he himself. So the next step is to say 
to the Lord Jesus that, unconditionally surrendering 
to his will and mastery, and unconditionally believing 
on him and taking him now as our whole and literal 
life, we trust him to produce in us just as much joy 
and peace and every other fruit of the Spirit while the 
money debt is still unpaid as we could know if the 
debt were paid. 

If our fullest joy in Christ and his will cannot come 
before this financial burden is removed, it cannot 
come after the financial burden is removed. Let us 
be clear on that. 

Then let us commit the whole matter of this financial 
burden to God, both for his decision and for his action, 
Let us say to him that if for any reason unknown to 
ourselves it should be his will not to remove it, we 
gladly accept his will and rejoice in it. Let us tell him 
that if, because of the unremoved debt, it be his will 
that we drop out of organized Christian work, then we 
shall gladly drop out and praise him as we do so. Let 
us tell him with joy and thanksgiving that A/zs wi// is 
the supreme and only thing in life that we want. And 
let us ask him to do his will in us and through us, al- 
ways, and at any cost; and say to him that we shall 
praise him through all eternity for having done so. 

Now we can safely ask God to remove for us, or to 
show us how to remove, the financial debt that we are 
bearing. Let us ask him to do it, if it is his will, 
The teaching of the Bible points strongly to the fact 
that it is his will that no child of his should live in 
debt. ‘‘Owe no man anything, save to love one 
another’’ (Rom, 13 : 8). In quiet confidence and 
thanksgiving let us claim with boldness God's answer 
to our prayer, testing upon his pledged word in such 
a passage as I John 5: 14, 15. And let us thank him 
then and there for his answer to our petition. 

The Editor would like to hear from readers who 
have asked God to-‘lead them out of financial debt 
and whose prayers have been answered. If you have 
had this experience, will you not write a brief letter 
telling just what the circumstances: were, how. you 
prayed about the matter, and how and when the an- 
swer came. Such testimony may be of blessed guid: 
ance to others. 
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Did Jephthah Slay His Daughter ? 


Kindly tell me whether the daughter of Jephthah was 
actually burned in person, or whether some symbol of her 
bodv was burned. Such emphasis is laid upon her virgin- 
ity that it looks as if the latter were probable.—A MAssaA- 
CHUSETTS READER, 

Jephthah had yowed a vow. He was apparently 
under the influence of the Spirit of Jehovah when he 
made the vow. Judges 11 : 29-40 tells the story. 
Under the direction of God he had undertaken to de- 
liver Israel from Ammon, and he promised Jehovah 
that if He would deliver Ammon into his hands, then, 
whatever came forth from the doors of his house to 
meet him when he returned victorious, ‘‘it shall be 
Jehovah's, and ! will offer it up for a burnt-offering.’’ 
God gave Jephthah the victory ; his only child, a 
daughter, came joyously to greet him ; he and she, 
broken-hearted but ready, agreed that the vow must 
be kept ; and it was kept, 

But how? The daughter asked for two months to 
**bewail her virginity’’ with her companions ; she 
then returned to her -father, who kept his vow: ‘‘ and 
she knew not man.’’ Competent, consecrated Bible 
students believe that, inasmuch as human sacrifice 
was forbidden in the law with which Jephthah is be- 
lieved to have been familiar (Lev. 8 : 21; 20 : 2-5), 
and in view of the fact that the daughter speaks, not 
of bewailing her death but her virginity, the vow was 
kept by the life-long dedication of the daughter to 
Jehovah ‘‘as a. spiritual ‘ burnt-offering.’’’ Others 
believe that the daughter was slain, in accordance 
with the ‘‘ pious but unenlightened conscience’’ of 
her. father. There are more reasons than can be 
brought together here which are advanced for believ- 
ing that human sacrifice cannot be meant by the in- 
spired record. Lange’s commentary on this question 
is very full. Fausset’s valuable old Bible-Cyclopedia 
suggests: ‘‘Scripture would never have recorded 
without censure an anti-theocratic abomination. ... 
This. spiritual burnt offering answers somewhat to 
Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac in will though not in 
deed,, and to the Israelites redeeming: their first-born 
belonging to Jehovah instead of sacrificing them 
(Exod, 13 : 1-13)” 
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What Would Christ Say to the Nation’s Capital ? | 


Billy Sunday at Washington before the culture 


and statesmansthip of America ~ 





y to Secretary of 


By Howard A. Banks *“s27.0 sous 





AUL at Mars Hill before the philosophy of Greece! 
Martin Luther at Worms before the - ecclesiasti- 
cism of Europe! Billy Sunday at Washington 

before the culture and statesmanship of America! ¢ | 

‘And all three, under very different environment and 
with very different equipment for life-service, but im: 
pelled by the same fathomless, sea-restless need of a 
sin-cursed world and filled with the very same: love- 
driven Energy from above, were telling the -same- old 
story. ‘*I havé no new message. I preach the old 
gospel only,’’ said Sunday in the second sentence 
he addressed ‘to a Washington audience, His first 
word was one thanking the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives for a kindly and sympathetic intro- 
duction, 

It was the same old story, and many of those privi- 
leged to participate in this remarkable scene were 
a-thrill with the conviction that the scholar of Tarsus 
who had sat at the feet of Gamaliel, and the miner's 


- son from the University of Erfurt, and the record- 


breaking base-runner of the American diamond, all 
preached the same gospel, and only the individuality 
of the preacliers was different. ee 

Five thousand people filled old Convention Hall, 
at Fifth and K Streets. The last time it had been 
filled was when Theodore Roosevelt had given -his 
lecture on “*The Rivér of Doubt.'*. ‘Five thou- 
sand five hundred tickets had been issuéd, but five 
hundred ticket-holders were turned’ away, because 
the ‘authorities felt that the added crowd would en- 
danger the safety of the building. 


Ready for the ‘* Show” 
Washington as a whole, it is only fair to say, had 
turned out its social créme.deda créme.to be enter- 


tained; by..a well-meaning. buffoon. . .The. capital city. 


is .a -great baseball. burg, and the folks—the .bulk of 
them—swarmed. into the hall to.laugh over the base- 
ball.slang of a famous ex-player who had capitalized 
his fame by passing the hat. The audience was wiil- 
ing to chip in, when the collection was taken, what- 
ever it felt the show was worth. Of course there were 
many scores of Christian people who had learned to 
appraise God's latest Man with a Message at his true 
worth, and they were there because they belonged 
there. But curiosity was the moving motive: with the 
majority. 2 

It was a superb audience. On the platform sat 
four cabinet officers, Bryan of State, Lane of Interior, 
Redfield of. Commerce, and :Gregory : of: Justice. 
Danieis of the Navy had been called away fromthe 
city, but had sent a note to the evangelist expressing 
his regret that he could: not be present, and thanking 
Sunday for endorsing in one of his Philadeiphia ‘ser- 
mons: ‘the wine mess order. -There,;:too, were Miss 
Margaret Wilson -and Secretary to the -President 
Tumulty, ‘That .clear-eyed fourteen-year-old lad on 
the second seat from the front on the platform (and 
just. behind Judge-Somebody), is Jonathan Worth 
Daniels, son of' the Secretary of the Navy. 

Senators were there, and congressmen galore, inso- 
much .that Champ Clark in his introduction said : 


‘*T see a quorum of the House present, and we will © 


therefore proceed to business,’’ Representative Rich- 
mond Pearson Hobson, advocate of a bigger navy and 
of -nation-wide prohibition, sat erect and attentive 
about thirty feet back from the platform. He was 
there because he is a reformer—and I regretted taat 


Sunday didn’t knock-an Anti-Saloon League home-run_ - 


just for Captain Hobson's benéfit.: He: watched: aad 
waited for it so wistfully. But the evangelist was: so 
intent upon preaching regeneration this time that he 
didn’t put the ball anywhere near the outfield of mere 
reform. > 

Stretching. backward to the rear were the five thou- 
sand from Washington, the bulk of them - perhaps 
members of the army of people who serve-the-gov- 
ernment, 


The evangelist did not use a word. of slang, unless 


it was when he was saying, ‘If I ‘had lived in Napo- 
leon’s day I would have followed his star; for he could 
hit the ball.’’ He started out seriously, and -one 


could telepathically sense the impatience of the crowd: . 
as it expectantly waited—and waited-some more—the — 


arrival of the ‘sentences of slang, ‘Why was- Sunday 
holding the slang back as the reserves ?. -Then again 
the telepathic team-work of five thousand - minds~as 


—=— 


The eyes of a nation in a real sense were centered upon 
a preacher of the gospel on January 18, the day when 
Billy Sunday was introduced to President Wilson by 
Secretary Bryan, and whén he faced an audience of five 
thousand, representing America's culture and states- 
maaship. How would the baseball evangelist meet this 
unique opportunity? This leader wanted him to flay 
the liquor traffic and the government’s partnership in 
it, as only he can doit. Another wanted him to dropa 
bomb by assailing politicai corruption at its center. 
Others waited curiously to hear the outpouring of ‘‘ Billy 
Sunday siang.’' What the preacher did bring to Wash- 
ington is vividly pictured here by one of the government 
officials who witnessed the remarkable scene. 








one began to converge into a consensus of realization 
that Sunday had cut out homely language. Wash- 
ington had turned out to patronize, and pat on the 
back, and clap hands,—and now it was sitting at the 
feet of a Spirit-filled man through whom the fulness 
of God. was torrentially pouring, as Niagara floods 
over the great brink and through the whirlpools from 


~ Erie into Ontario, And this man merely an ex-pro- 
= fessional. sport! . 


He had taken for his topic, ‘‘If Christ Came to 
Washington,."’ He began with a brilliantly imagina- 
tive description of how Washington City would re- 
ceive Shakespeare, or Milton, or Cromwell, or Napo- 


“leon,:or the Father of his Country, if either or any of 


them could by any means come back in the flesh to- 
morrow. His interpretation of the symbolism of 
patriotism. of the Washington Monument was a superb 
piece of eloquence. We looked up with the speaker 
to its five hundred and fifty-five-foot apex, and thun- 
derously applauded him as he said it stood a-tiptoe 
in the clouds as an inspiration to the boys of the land 
to’ bare their breasts to the assaults of the enemy in 
the country’s times of need. 

Speaker Clark and I sat five feet apart, and though 
we are strangers we nodded to each other every 
now and then in approval over some sentiment 
of truth or some outburst of eloquence. Sunday had 
a sentence about how glad we would be that we had 
been Christians ‘‘ when the twilight of the evening of 
our lives begins to melt into the purpling dawn of 
eternity,’” and here again Speaker Clark’s eye cried 
‘thello’’ to mine, and then he lifted his hands and 
clapped them together noiselessly. I nodded back 





Gleaned from Billy Sunday’s Philadelphia Talks 
You ought to regard prayer as y every ing as washing 
your face. 

If you have no joey in your teligion, there is a leak in your Chris- 
Lots of people pray for success and-forget to thank God after they 
become prosperous. 

Nomi ive, 1; p ive, mine; objective, me; with a lot of folks 














The man with a little faith deserves a little God. The man with 
mountain-moving faith gets earthquake results. 
. Aman is a feel who thinks because he don’t believe there's a hell 


There isn't a fellew here'to-day who would like to hear his wife 
cuss. ‘Well, your wife has just as much right as you have. 


{ don’t bother about grammar when I preach. | just grab up chunks 
of truth, hudl it out, and if it’s got any jagged edges, let her rip. 


4f L had to cut everything out of my sermons that people don’t like 

they would be like a spiked cannon in an abandoned fort with a bird’s 
- mest in the end of it. 

-- A whole dot-of pedple haven't faith enough to take a header into 
the ocean of God's love. - Instead they stand on the shore, shivering 

4 Fied,to. your mother’s apron-string.”” There is no better anchor- 
age on God's earth, young fellow, than that little string which hangs 
from: your mother's waist-line. 

‘I'll give you hall enough before you get through. I'll give you all 
the hell there is ix the Bible. ‘The Lord put it there ; and if you don’t 
like it 1ix it up with the'Lord, not with me. 

You don’t know-beams about-the Bible. ['ll bet my old hat that 
there are hundreds; yes thousands of you, and I won't exclude the 
preachers, who haven't cead the Bible through. 











as if to say, ‘* Yes, Mr. Speaker, you mean you wish 
you had thought of ‘that yourself.’’ 

Sunday said if Christ came to Washington he would 
do what he did when he came to earth before—go 
about doing good. But it was not a ten-to-one shot 
that people in Washington would acclaim him as ‘they 
would Napoleon or Washington. There are thou- 
sands in the capital city who would criticize him for 
associating with such common trash and despise him 
for his obscure origin, ‘* What would you really do 
if he were to come?’’ he asked. ‘* Would you tele- 
phone her and tell her you couldn't meet her to-mor- 
row? Would you call off any dates? Would you 
think about ceasing to live that double life? Would 
you get those things out of the ice-chest you usually 
keep there ?’’ 

‘*Some one, asked what he would do if he knew 
that Christ would come to-morrow, replied : ‘I hope 
he would find me doing my daily task to the best of 
my ability." Now wasn't that fine ?’’ said the speaker, 
smiling serenely. ‘‘Isn’t that what we should all be 
doing at such a time?"’ 


What Christ Would Tell the Senator 

But there is no ‘‘if’’ about it. He has always 
been. in Washington. -He was in America before 
even the Indians peopled it. He was in California 
before the Forty-niners hit the western trails. ‘If 
Christ came to Chicago ?’’ Why any doubt? Why the 
‘if’? ? He was there before the buffalo had ceased 
to roam the plains where are now endless rows of 
houses with their intersecting streets. From everlast- 
ing to everlasting he is God. If he were here again 
he would tell you people of Washington, not only 
those who live in the slums but you people up on 
the Avenue of the President, that you must be born 
again. He hasno different way of salvation for Sen- 
ators from that which he has provided for common 
sinners—through faith in his atoning blood. It's 
either heaven or hell for all of you. God has got no 
half-way house for any of you, no second chance after 
you once land in hell, Pastor Russell to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

In closing, Mr. Sunday moved a chair beside the 
pulpit. With one foot in the chair and the other knee 
crooked upon the pulpit, he told in burning words the 
story of Savonarola as he preached in the market- 
place to the Florentines. Daily the old reformer 
cried, ‘‘ People of Florence, whom will you have for 
your Lord and Saviour?’’ And at last, under the spell 
of his pleading, the Florentines cried out in reply : 

‘* Jesu Christo, Dominus et Salvador."’ 

‘*Oh, people of Washington, capital of the nation,"’ 
pleaded Sunday, ‘‘whom will you choose for your 
Lord and Saviour ?’’ . 

Mr. Bryan seemed strangely moved by this plea. 
He appeared to be struggling to keep back the tears. 
A silence as profound as that of the grave fell upon the 
vast audience. It was a wonderful appeal. While it 
was sinking into five thousand souls, like a lead flung 
into the sea, Sunday swept suddenly into a remark- 
able prayer, beseeching that Washington might sur- 
render to Christ as Lord and Saviour. He prayed 
for the President, Cabinet, Congress, Supreme Court, 
—all Washington officialdom directly and bluntly. 

Then he ended, and the vast crowd rose and swept 
forward to the platform. The long reporters’ plat- 
form was just in front. The evangelist leaped nimbly 
down upon it and began to grasp for the up-reaching 
hands. I was near him. I heard this man say, ‘I 
am Congressman So-and-So,’’ and again and again 
another and another introduced themselves as Con- 
gressmen. Who is that towering Samson with unshorn 
locks, Indian-like in appearance, pressing through 
the throng to speak a word of greeting to the former 
professional of the diamond! - It is Senator. Vardaman 
of Mississippi. Four minutes later a striking figure 
is being led up through the surging crowds, .-He 
smiles as the evangelist puts his head down low, and 
speaks to him. That is Mr. Gore, the blind Senator 
from Oklahoma. Then a lady falls heavily, length- 
wise, from the platform as she essays- to jump down 
on the reporters’ table. Sunday: picks her up, hopes 
she isn’t hurt, and goes on shaking hands. 

Washington; ¢apital of the nation, is ready and 
anxious to hear more of Billy Sunday's message. 

WasuincTon, D. C. 
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The revival spirit at work 
in the changing East 


HE Chinese periodicals contain stirring accounts 
of the further work of Mr. and Mrs, George Sher- 
wood Eddy in China, a résumé of which is stimu- 

lating reading, and may follow the details of the 
early portion of their tour sketched in the Times of 
January 2. That story brought the record down to 
Wuchang, with the more fruitful days in southeastern 
China unreported. Hongkong, Canton, and Nan- 
king were the last cities visited. 

In Nanking Mr. Eddy’s throat gave way, so that 
the closing meetings were addressed very fittingly by 
Mr, C, T. Wang, who was for atime the vice-presi- 
dent of the National Senate, and Mr. Wen, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Chekiang Province, a convert 
won in the meetings a few weeks before at Hang- 
chow. Here are statements found in Mr. Eddy’s 
résumé : 

The remarkable attendance, indicative of the pres- 
ent attitude of China's student and official classes, is 
to be noted. Last year the meetings held theregby 
Dr. Mott and Mr, Eddy were attended by an average 
of 2,000 a night; this year there was an average 
of more than 3,000 at each public meeting. The 
total in attendance at the evangelistic services 
last year was 78,230; this year it was double that 
number, ‘Then there were 7,000 inquirers ; this year 
there have been more than 18,000, Fukien Province 
alone reporting 8,894, of whom the first fifty have 
already been baptized. 

Scatcely less notable was the co-operation of Chi- 
nese officials, From the president of the Republic 
downward, leading men—the vice-president, gov- 
ernors, and others—received the evangelists with great 
cordiality, hospitality, and openness of mind. In 
some cases they presided at the’ meetings, erected 
pavilions fur the vast audiences, ‘or sent proclamations 
throughout the city or province, favorably announc- 


ing the meetings, | For the first time they have as a. 


class, paid earnest heed to. the presentation of Jesus 
Christ and his gospel, Such endorsement has given 
the evangelistic campaign a great forward impulse, 

Most important of all, perhaps, is the development 
of the new province-wide, campaign, which has been 
tried and found to be feasible, so that the possibility 
of reaching remote country villages now seems quite 
possible. In the thirteen Fukien citiés where the 
plan was carried out workers went forth two by two 
intd. the secondary cities, whence in turn the message 
is carried to neighboring towns and villages. Success 
beyond their faith crowned the work. In some of 
these secondary towns, after the meetings the mayor, 
nearly all the leading officials, and many of the 
teachers joined Bible classes, and became inquirers, 
Mr. Eddy writes : 

‘* After four thousand years of preparation and a 
hundred years of missions the doors are thrown wide 
open in China for reaching the officials, the edu- 
cators, the students, and the leaders of a nation that 
numbers one-quarter of the human race, Already 
there are signs of the beginning of a Confucian re- 
vival which indicate that this opportunity will not be 
prolonged indefinitely. We must press our advan- 
tage immediately in the length and breadth of the 
Chinese Republic, And yet, just in the hour of this 
supreme eset comes the news as I start for 
America of the terrible financial stringency at home 
caused by the war. To call for retreat, retrenchment, 
or the closing of work at a time when China is thus 
open would be disastrous beyond computation. Suc- 
ceeding centuries may not bring back the opportunity 
of this decade. As the former vice-president of the 
Senate said to me, ‘Give us a decade, and we can 
have the leaders of China for Christ.’ " 


a 
The Chaudharis’ Revival in India 


ROM India’s new capital, Delhi, comes an ac- 
count of a most promising form of the Laymen’s 
Missionary Movement begun among the chau- 

adharis,—the leaders or headmen of maha@as, or sec- 
tions of cities or villages inhabited by persons belong- 


ing to the same caste. It attempts to promote Chris- 


tianity by entrusting to these chaudharis the self- 
support and self- propagation of the little native 
churches, and also the solution of problems that are 


China’s 18,000 Inquirers and Other Asia Miracles 


From the Missionary Watch Tower, by Professor 


too complex or intimate to be met by missionaries and 
Indian preachers. 

These headmen go with the preachers and teachers 
to neighboring villages and deliver their Christian 
testimony, to which their official position gives added 
weight. They undertake to raise the support of their 
preachers; they try so far as possible to induce those 
in their mahadla to destroy all its idol shrines as a 
prerequisite for receiving baptism in that section of 
the village; they feel a personal responsibility for the 
instruction and spiritual progress of their constituen- 
cies, and are themselves studying privately and at 
conferences that they may in turn teach others ; 
they are discussing at summer schools harmful cus- 
toms, such as child-marriage, marriage debts, heathen 
ceremonies at birth, marriage and death; they arrange 
in some cases for the care of secondary wives of men 
who were polygamists before conversion; they act as 
arbitrators in quarrels and incipient lawsuits; and in 
many cases the chaudharis of different maha@as unite 
in discussing wider church interests. 

Mr. Wilson of the Methodist Board asserts that 
before this movement began missionaries and preach- 
ers went about seeking to persuade men to accept 
Christian instruction ; now there are thousands plead- 
ing for instruction and baptism. Then there was 
practically no self-support; now all but one or two 
villages in which his Board has active chandharis are 
giving systematically. Formerly there appear to have 
been no voluntary unpaid workers; now in his district 
there are two hundred giving more or less time to 
evangelistic work and raising money for self-support. 
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On the Missionary Firing Line 


Dancing in Madagascar.—French officials in the con- 
tinental island of Madagascar are oppdésing the: work of 


' Protestant missions in various ways, the latest reported 


being the encouragement of Sunday dances in government 
schools as a counter attraction to church services, At 
Anjozorobe the garde has. summoned preachers, .Sunday- 
school teachers, and organists to attend the is class 
and play for the dancers. 


The Galilee Maru.—A motor-boat, the ‘‘ Galilee Maru,’ 
built to. accommodate as conveyance ‘and hotel the al 
of the Omi Mission as they minister to the sixty fishing 
villages on the shore of Japan’s Lake Biwa, has just been 
launched. 


A Universal Prayer Day.—The World’s Student Chris- 
tian Federation, representing the student movements, with 
their branches in over-forty nations, and a combined mem- 
bership of over 155,000 students and professors, has set apart 
February 28, 1915, as a Universal Day of Prayer for Stu- 
dents, A statement about this significant action is given 
on page 107. 


Argentina’s Opportunity.—Bishop Stuntz of the Meth- 
odist Board writes in The Christian Advocate: ** Never in 
the history of the evangelization of this continent have so 
many converts been gathered into the churches as during 
the past few months. And never have the doors of oppor- 
tunity stood so widely ajar, bidding us enter into the larger 
fruitage of our work in states and cities where our church 
has long been active.’’ 


As South Sea Islanders See It.— When an old Nguna’ 
native heard of the European war, he exclaimed: ‘* The 
appa of light are fighting just like the people of darkness, 

t is good that we pray for them,”’ 


A Missionary Prayer in Time of War 


Our God and Father, we pray thee to send peace on 
earth, if it be possible, and bring to an end the fraticidal 
strife_of Christian nations. Do thou overrule for some great 
good this awful struggle and cause the fierceness of man to 





Have pity on all who suffer from these horrors of war 
succor the wounded, soothe the dying, comfort the bereaved 
May the battle-cloud soon be lifted and the sun of peace 
shine forth again. 


Remember a ope ae farthest, thinnest 
Euro; 


.- « 


sionary 

of kala, cad wo den ed tt he hes dea 
and to minister to the pressing needs of missionaries from the 
warring nations. We ask this in the name of the’ Prince of 


Peace. Amen. 


Harlan P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 





Four years ago there were few, if any, mahallas in 
that district which had no public or private shrines; 
now these tools of idolatry are torn down by the 


ple. 

The spiritual development of the converts is also a a 
testimony to the value of the movement. The church's 
appropriation and adaptation of this native institution 
of headmen and mahada divisions of the population 
give ground for the hope that the chaudhari movement 
may become a permanent factor in the development 
and propagation of the Indian Church. - 


The Purple Mountain Colony 


HE Nanking University Colonization Scheme 
perhaps would better be called Professor Bailie’s 
scheme, as he is the English teacher of agricul- 

ture, who is its genius and inspiration, China has 
much waste land which could be reclaimed by West- 


ern methods, It is proposed to utilize more than a> 


square mile of Purple Mountain, near Nanking, for 
the varied purposes of the Colonization Association of 
the Republic of China,’ 

The association’s object is thus stated : **To put 
the destitute poor on vacant land by supporting them 


while they break up the lands and until the first crop~ 


is ripe, and to teach them improved methods of 
farming.’’ In the colonies to be established on the 
plan of the first one at Nanking, a plot of thirty-five 
acres will be set apart as a model farm and kept as a 
norm in size and efficiency. Later the Purple Moun- 
tain Colony will be maintained as: an experiment sta- 


; tio# for all the others. 


Its relation to Nanking University is that of a 
training-school for.its Department of Agriculture, 
thus being subject to the strong Christian ‘influences 
of that well-known, missionary institution, Though 
China boasts of its ‘‘ farmers of forty centuries,’’ after 


four millenniums its farming and horticulture are. not- 


at all scientific, while its reckless: deforestation is ac- 
countable for many of China’s woes. Hitherto 
scholars have allowed their finger-nails to grow to the 
length of an inch or more as proof that they have not 
degraded themselves by manual labor. The Republic 
désires to make toil honorable, and the object-lesson 
of these students caring. for cattle. and fowls, digging 
much needed drains, planting seeds and pruning 
trees, and at the same time training their poor breth- 
ren as modern farmers, will at once enrich China's 
poor and ennoble her scholars through making com- 
mon ‘service honorable in the sight of: all. If Chris- 
tianity can produce an ‘‘ abundance of corn’’—not a 
‘¢handful,’’ as in the Authorized Version—on ‘ the 
top of the mountains,’’ it will have been a greater 
benefactor than the man who ‘‘causes two blades of 
grass to grow where one grew before.’’ 


% 
Filipino Unity 

THE name, ‘‘The Evangelical Church in the 

Philippines,’’ has been added by a recent vote 

of the new: Synod the words, ‘'(Independent 
Presbyterian).’’ So broad is the churchmanship of 
missionaries there that they expect each denomination, 
Methodist, Congregational, etc., to add its own name 
within parenthetical marks, when the home Church 
has been led to the point already reached by the 
Northern Presbyterians. 


Fifteen years ago last October the first evangelical 


church: was established in the Islands, To-day the 
Presbyterians alone have one hundred and twenty-t.. . 
churches, - not: counting other. separate congregations 
that are grouped in churches, Their twelve thousand 
memibers are ministered to by thirty-five pastors, of 
whom twenty are Filipinos. As national boundaries 
constitute natural lines of separation between different 
sections of Christ's Church, and as a foreigner’s rule 
over a native church militates against independence of 
thought, action, and real growth, the Christians there 
desired the new name and what it predicates. They 
also wished to meet the common objection that the 
Church was American instead of being an indepen- 
dent native institution. The gradual transfer of re- 
sponsibility to Filipino leaders will follow, and.increas- 





























LESSON FOR. FEB. 28 (x Sam. 7: 3-17) 


ing self-support and self-propagation are expected. 
And so grows the sense of Christian self-consciousness 
in land after land. 

< 


On Afghanistan’s Fringe 


MOST vivid and true picture of woman's med- 
A ical work in the fanatical marches of North- 
western India is found in the November issue 

of India’s Women and China’s Daughters (London). 
«There is your audience! Different languages! 
Were it winter you would be further complicated by 
the presence of splendid, strapping queens of women 
from the hills speaking guttural Pushtu. Remember 
that the word you use for ‘God’ must be varied as 
you turn from Hindus to Mohammedans ; that the 
whole fabric of the religious beliefs represented needs 
a varying attack ; that the point which you fancy is 
convincing toa Mohammedan is quite unintelligible 
to. a Sikh ; that the argument you are using with the 
Hindu shopkeeper’s wife falls perfectly flat on the 
heavily ringed ears of the Pathani beside her. You 
must not only be versatile in word, but in thought ; 
the treatment for spiritual ills must be as varied as the 
doctor's for the varying diseases that pass before her. 
‘Consider, too, that your audience is anything but 
composed in mind for religious reflection ; that the 
sick baby in her lap is preventing the mother from 
giving more than the vaguest attention even to the 
illustrations of your address ; that this is the clearing- 
house for town gossip ; that you yourself are an object 
of-comment ; that the problem of bottles, their capa- 
city for breaking and the smell of the dregs of the last 
dose are subjects for comparison ; that the desire 
being to get treatment and not to hear a boring ser- 
mon, the women will show a marvelous, cunning in 
timing their first arrival. so as to get a low-numbered 
ticket, and their second arrival so as to use it, and 
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not let the interval of their absence during the teach- 
ing be noticeable. - I often wonder whether I should 
not be as ingenious if all the housework and perhaps 
a hungry husband were waiting while I heard a for- 
eigner expounding his religion in bad English ! Who 
knows where this seed falls, or whether some soft 


‘crack in the hard surface may not give the corn or 


wheat a roothold? All the chances are against it, 
except the certain power of the Spirit of God."’ 


Surely He will give the increase and bless needy | 


Afghanistan. 
% 
Persian. Dreamers 
OD uses even the slumbering mind to lead men 
to himself. From Korea’s Morning Calm 
comes this illustration of such guidance. Three 
men came into Ispahan recently seeking instruction in 
Christianity. One of their number had dreamed that 
he was working in the fields where he saw a bright 
light and heard a voice that said to him, ‘‘ Repent. 
Jesus is the Saviour, and the coming of the Lord 
Jesus is at hand.’’ He was so greatly impressed that 
he somewhat timidly mentioned his dream to his 
brother who, to his astonishment, told him that he 
had also had a similar dream, What was their sur- 
prise when telling of their joint experience to an inti- 
mate friend to learn that he also had dreamed the 
same dream, 

While startled by this remarkable coincidence, they 
came across a man eating his lunch beside a stream 
and reading a Gospel, —a convert of an English mis- 
sion. He gave them instruction and a letter to the 
missionaries in Ispahan, where they wert.te-learn all 
possible of this wonderful Jesus who had thus appeared 
to them. They are now studying there, supporting 
themselves while under instruction. 

YALe UNIVERSITY. 





Where Did the lowes’ Learn Circumcision ? 


» What archeology has.found about ‘‘God’s Mark upon His Own ”’ 





By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





Can the archeologist find traces of what God has done, as well as the remains of what 
man has done? This is the startling question that Dr. Kyle asks and answers in his 
study of circumcision and why God. chose it as his mark upon his own. 


HERE is no mistaking what is implied in the 
words of Luke concerning the naming of Jesus, 
that it was ‘‘when eight days were fulfilled for 

circumcising him,’’ they circumcised the Messiah 
child. 

The shepherds had received and had made known 
the angelic message given them amidst the glory of 
the vision on the plains of Bethlehem ; perhaps the 
Wise-men sent of God to welcome the King had al- 
ready come and gone ; certainly, at the least, Joseph and 
Mary were apprised of the fact that it was the Messiah 
child that was born in their household. Moreover, if 
they could have been so dull of apprehension as not 
to perceive the importance of the event, God, who 
had sent the various revelations concerning him, and 
who had thought it worth while to send a vision of 
angels to the shepherds and the deputation of Wise- 
men from afar to the new King, would surely have 
interfered with another message to prevent anything 
unseemly in the reception of this Messiah child among 
his owr on earth.. Yet there was not the diminution 
of one jot or one tittle of the whole law of circum- 
cision for this the greatest Son of Israel. Jesus’ cir- 
cumcision adds as much luster and importance and 
dignity to the old sacrament as his baptism to the 
new, sets the seal of divine approval upon that which 
was. passing away as his baptism upon that which was 

owxoming to abide. The Messiah’s acceptance of 
both of these rites stamps them each as God's mark 
upon his Own. . 

When and how did circumcision come to be God’s 
mark upon his Own? The Lord himself said when 
he had become a teacher, ‘‘ For this cause hath Moses 
given you circumcision (not that itis of Moses, but of 
the -fathers).’" The book of Genesis records for us 
that Abraham was one of the’** fathers,’’ the most im- 
portant one indeed. But Abraham was a ‘‘father,"’ 
not ‘‘ fathers.’ Were the others who are covered by 
this capacious word all subsequent to Abraham's. 
time, or did some of them precede him? and if some 
of them had this rite before Abranam’s time, was it, 
with them also, a mark of God upon his Own, or was 


Abraham the’ first to receive it as such? Where, 
when, and how was the beginning of this strange rite 
of circumcision ? : 

We have seen that background of civilization from 
which the portrait of Abrahanr, the first Pilgrim 
Father, stands out; a background which has. been 
etched in by the searching of archeologists into an- 
cient days, until now we are able fairly well in these 
days to see Abraham in his times. - Before following 
farther along the pathway of patriarchal history, we 
must stop and take cognizance of the fact thatwe have 
come to a time when God, who had hitherto revealed 
himself to the whole world without distinction, now 
began:to place special revelation and institutions in 
the keeping of a chosen people. We have reached 
the very time when Israel's institutions began to arise, 
and this rite of circumcision was the first of them. 

Must we rest satisfied with tracing out in archeologi- 
cal history the patriarchal pilgrimages, God’ s revelation 
through history, and’shall we see no trace of God's 
working through special ordinances? May the arche- 
ologist find only the remains of what man has done, 
but no trace of anything that God has done? And so 
was there a special revelation at that time that yet left 
no trace that archeological research may discover ? 
May we not find, at least, the niche into which it fits ? 
For answer let us rigorously ask ourselves two other 
questions : Do we find any other trace of circum- 
cision among the ‘‘ fathers’’ than this recorded in the 
Bible? and then, if such traces are found, Was cir- 
cumcision in these cases. also, or only in the case of 
Israel, the mark of God upon his Own? The same 
evidence will answer beth these questions. 

Did the ‘* fathers’’ ‘on the other side of the flood"’ 
practise circumcision, they who ‘‘ served other gods’’ ? 
and so, did Abraham bring the knowledge of that 
practise with him when he came to Canaan? If it 
should prove to be the case that he did have such 
knowlédge of circumcision in Chaldea, that would not 
invalidate the divine authority ; for that authority, 
according. to the Scripture; was for circumcision. as a 
religious rite. The chodsing- of such a well-known 
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practise as a religious ceremonial or symbol-would be 
in ‘exact accord with God's unvarying method in ap- 
pointing signs, symbols, and sacraments. Every- 
where in Scripture those things are chosen for such 
signs, symbols, and sacraments as are well-known 
and familiar. We may well ask, Would any other 
method be possible? ‘All things are possible to 
God,"’ but all things are not possible to man. Could 
the unfamiliar convey to man any such lesson as is 
always embodied in a sign or symbol or sacrament ? 

Whatever answer people may give to that question, 
the fact remains that God always did choose such 
familiar things for symbols in religious ceremonial. 
The symbolicaf trees in the garden of Eden were 
trees ; the bow in the cloud was a rainbow, whether 
the condition of the atmosphere before the flood had 
made its appearance infrequent or not, it was still a 
perfectly natural event which always occurs when the 
requisite conditions exist. The lamb of the passover 
was a /amé, and the bitter herbs were ditfer, the sup- 
per made use of the elements on the table at the time, 
and baptism was a significant rite practised not only 
among the Jews before the time of Christ, but among 
the Hellenized Egyptians for a long time, perhaps as 
much as three hundred years, before the appointment 
of the sacrament of baptism by Christ. 

So it would bein no sense disconcerting to find that 
Abraham brought a knowledge of the practise of cir- 
cumcision with him from Ur or from Haran, But, in 
fact, it is extremely unlikely that he did so. Among 
the many parallels to Bible history and Bible customs 
found in the cuneiform inscriptions there is no paral- 
lel to circumcision. And even so imaginative an in- 
terpreter as Jeremias who, in ‘‘ The Old Testament in 
the Light of the Ancient East,’’ finds nearly every 
Bible reference to manners and customs and ceremo- 
nies, and, indeed, nearly every incident in Bible his- 
tory, embodied (or would I better say etherealized ?) 
in Babylonian mythology, yet finds no place whatever 
for circumcision in the system. So the reference 
to the “‘fathers'’ for circumcision included none of 
the fathers which Abraham left behind in the home- 
land. .« 

Of the Amorite population, the dominant popula- 
tion of Palestine in Abraham's day, and long before 
his day, we are beginning to know much ; their Sem- 
itic extraction, many words of their language and now 
an outline of its grammar, their manners and customs, 
and now even their physiognomy, but nothing is vet 
known concerning circumcision among them.’ They 
may have practised it, they may not have done so. 
It may be that their practise of circumcision made it 
familiar to Abraham, who does not seem to have 
needed any explanation concerning it. 

As to the Philistines, even if they were certainly in 
the land in the days of Abraham, they were, in any 
case, alivays the ‘‘ uncircumsised.’’ Some aborig- 
inal peoples were on the Plain of Sharon before the 
Semitic Amorites came in. They seem not to have 
been of the Semitic race. Genesis 10: 14 says the 
Philistines were Hamites, but it is not certain either 
that the remains of those who preceded the Amorites 
are-the remains of Hamites, or that they are the re- 
mains of the Philistines. It is a pretty safe opinion 
to venture that none of the ‘‘ fathers’’ who practised 
circumcision were Philistines. 

The descendants of Ishmael east and south of the 
Dead Sea, and, as the Arabs of later times, much 
farther afield, have always practised circumcision. 
But they are not of the ‘‘fathers,’’ for they received 
circumcision from Abraham, or rather with Abraham, 
Ishmael being circumcised at the same time as the 
patriarch himself. Much the same is true of the 
origin of circumcision among the Midianites, the de- 
scendants of Abraham through’ Keturah, but the 
practise among them does not seem to have been uni- 
versal, if it was retained at all, in later times, judg- 
ing from the repugnance of the rite to Zipporah, the 
Midianite wife of Moses (Exod. 4 : 25). 

The list of the ‘* fathers’’ round about.Abraham 
of whom we know nothing on this subject of circum- 
cision is unfortunately a long one,—Amalekites, 
Jebusites, Girgashites, Hivites, and tribes east of the 
Jordan. The great Hittite people to the north have 
had so many surprises for us that no one may ven- 
ture very much concerning them where nothing pos- 
itive is known. But a careful examination of the 
whole body of Hittite inscriptions (Corpus inscrip- 
tionum Hittiticarum) revealed no instances of circum- 
cision. Unless some very recent discovery gives new 
evidence from this source, we may perhaps safely 
conclude that the Hittites also were not of the 
‘* fathers '' who practised circumcision. 

Greek influence is not very apparent in Canaan as 
early. as the time of Abraham; though Greek amn- 
bassadors were in Egypt as early as 2500 B.C., and 
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must. have passed through Canaan on their overland 
way. But in any case the Greeks did not practise 
circumcision, and were not of the ‘fathers’’ re- 
ferred to. 

Of all the ‘‘fathers’’ in contact with Abraham, 
there remain only the Egyptians to whom the patri- 
arch fled for succor, and the Pheenicians, The Egyp- 
tians practised circumcision from very early times. 
Herodotus says, ‘‘The Egyptians are circumcised,"’ 
‘* for the sake of cleanliness,'’ ‘‘ from the first have 
practised circumcision.’’ Whatever the phrase ‘‘ from 
the first’’ may mean, it must certainly imply many 
centuries before the visit of the father of history to 
Esypt in 455 B.C. An early sculpture on the tomb 
of Khonsu at Karnak portrays the operation of cir- 
cumcision upon two children, apparently sons of 
Rameses the Great, the Pharaoh of the Oppression. 
Evidently the practise in Egypt goes back to the time 
of the Exodus, Did the Egyptians learn it from the 
Israelites? It seems to have been neglected among 
the Israelites themselves at this period, and renewed 
at the time of the Exodus, as is obscurely hinted by 
Joshua (5 : 2- “9) 

The Book of the Dead speaks in the plainest pos- 
sible way of an operation which can hardly have been 
anything else than circumcision (chap. 17, lines 4o0- 

43 and 60-62). This chapter of the Book of the Dead 
is one of the earliest, and probably this reference to 
circumcision goes back to a time long before the days 
of Abraham. That the Egyptians did not learn cir- 
cumcision from Abraham or Joseph the Prime Minis- 
ter is made certain by a late discovery by Professor 
W. Max Miiller, who, in 1906, found a tomb repre- 
sentation of circumcision which dates from about 2500 
B. C., some 600 years before Abraham came into 
Canaan, But Hercdotus says the practise among the 
Egyptians was for sanitary reasons, and the inscrip- 
tions and the sculptures seem to bear out the state- 
ment, especially for the early practise of circum- 
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cision before the coming of Abraham into Egypt : the 
practise then was surely surgery and not ceremony. 

Of the Pheenicians, the one remaining people round 
about Abraham of whom we know anything concern- 
ing circumcision, Herodotus says they practised it, 
and that they received it from the Egyptians, but 
gives no hint of the time at which they received it, so 
that it is impossible to know whether or not they were 
of the *‘fathers’’ from whom it came. - 

Thus circumcision among ple round about 
Abraham which might be included 4 in the ‘* fathers ’’ 
from whom circumcision came was confined, as far 
as it is possible to learn, to the Egyptians, and pos- 
sibly the Phcenicians, who acquired it from the Egyp- 
tians. Among the Egyptians the notion that circum- 
cision had any ritual significance whatever rests upon 
the slightest evidence, if any evidence at all ; that 
such ritual use, if it ever existed, had any influence 
upon Israel rests upon no evidence at all. 

Since circumcision among all peoples round about 
Israel, as far as can be discovered, lacks every trace 
of a religious character, being surgery and not cere- 
monial, how is its distinctly ceremonial character in 
Israel to be accounted for? That it had from early 
times such a character, and that its ceremonial char- 
acter was attributed to a command of God to Abra- 
ham, is beyond question, While a direct attestation 
from archeology of a particular revelation to an indi- 
vidual is not to be expected, the archeological attest- 
ation of circumcision among contiguous peoples both 
before and after the time of Abraham as always a 
surgical operation for sanitary reasons provides a set- 
ting into which the claim of the Jews for divine 
authority exactly fits. Some special reason in Israel 
is needed to account for its sacramental character. 
Surely nothing less can account for its bein a to 
the Messiah child himself as God's pen fre 
Own. 

PHILADELPHIA, 





An eighty-two day tour of the 
Continent of Opportunity 





South America’s Sunday- School Call’. 


By Frank L. Brown > Soci) Secretary of the, World's 





psa dene germ Dace fanart pate ar etn vast needs of Africa and the crisis en in 
Asia, declared that the continent of opportunity was not Africa nor Asie, but South America: that 
there would take place the most startling changes and developments in the next hundred years. The 


World’s Sunday School 


School Association is alive to the call. Every Sund ker should keep 





in touch with the expedition that set sail for South America on January 21, under the eee 
the American World’s Secretary. Mr. Brown will send letters to the readers of The Sunday School 
Times during this tour, which our prayers can help to make of tremendous monient to the Kingdom. 


| T IS strange that a sister continent should be 
actually the most distant of our relatives; that a 
continent to which we are tied by a twin rela- 
tionship through the Isthmus of Panama should be 
farther from us in an intimate knowledge of its needs, 
and in a sense of responsibility for it, than lands more 
remote as to distance and character of civilization. 

Yet both continents were discovered at about the 
same time by the same band of hardy adventurers 
that sailed westward from Southern Europe. One of 
these left his name as a twin inheritance for North 
and South America, In both, these discoverers found 
native Indian races who disputed with the invaders 
the possession of these new lands. 

Fortunately for North Amer:ca, English and Dutch 
streams of immigration followed the Spanish discov- 
eries, and the ideals and civilization of Northern 
Europe have dominated our continent, while South 
America, the prey of Spanish cruelty, aggrandizement, 
and lust for gold, deteriorated threugh three hundred 
years, With the breaking of the Spanish yoke and 
the creation of a series of republics a new day dawned 
for South America. Tides of immigration, some of 
these from Northern as well as Southern Europe, have 
come, principally to Argentina and Brazil. Enghand 
has invested $2,750,000,000 in South America and 
finds it a paying investment. Nearly two-thirds of 
this is in Argentina. Germany, France, and America 
are vying with England for the nearly two billions of 
South America’s foreign trade. 

We are bound to South America by the commonest 
necessities of our life. We are dependent upon it in 
large measure for the wool for our. underwear, the 
leather for our shoes, the rubber for feet protection 
and for the tires of our automobiles, coffee, beef, and 
mutton for our tables, as well as corn and wheat should 
our crops fail, and nitrates for the fertilization of our 
fields, 

But the ties of interest run deeper thar historical 
and commercial relationships. The opening of the 


Panama Canal has brought us to the gateway of Seuth 
America, and the vastness and mystery of the Conti- 
nent of Opportunity has come sharply to us as a chal- 
lenge. The unexplored heart of Brazil has come 
recently to notice through Mr. Roosevelt's adventures. 
Americans are staggered in their conceit of the reaches 
of our country, as we know that the United States 
could be contained within the map of Brazét with 
200,000 square miles to spare; that if the Amazon 
flowed across the United States ships could ply its 
waters from New York to Omaha, Nebraska. And 
Argentina could accommodate the states east of the 
Mississippi and the first tier of states beyond. Sub- 
tracting the forest jungles of the interior and the un- 
tillable stretches of the high plateaus, we have a 
continent capable of supporting a population of hun- 
dreds of millions. Mr. Bryce estimates a population 
of 200, 000, 000 in the near future. If Venezuela alone 
was populated as. thickly as: Belgium, Mr. Speer cal- 
culates it could sustain 350,000,000 people, Imagi- 
nation is not required to believe that an immense 
increase of population will follow the development of 
the natural resources of the continent and the intro- 
duction of measures of sanitation to arrest the appalling 
death rate among children, eopecialty on the western 
coast. 

The call of South.America to North America is the 
cry of the millions of children denied their moral and 


educational heritage. The moral conditions. and: 


standards are so bad that it is practically impossible 
for children and young people to grow up with any 
controlling ideals as to: purity and integrity.. While 
popular education is progressing steadily in mary. of 
these republics the proportion of illiteracy is still large, 
running from fifty to eighty percent. : 

Education, therefore, and. especially Christian’ edu- 
cation, is needed to correct these conditions, ‘and ‘to 
set new standards of personal character’ and: home 
environment, The failure to ~produce these:results 
may be laid at the door of the Church ‘which ‘for hun- 
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dreds of years has had the spiritual direction of the 
yr esian y While the trend on the part of the men, 

gh the lack of spiritual vitality in the old 
a is toward infide ity, we have yet to try out 
the reality of a al experience of Jesus Christ 
founded on the Word of God as an antidote to this 
agnosticism or indifference. And the children are 
= to train to new conceptions of love, purity, and 
truth. 

The Sunday-school as a potential factor in the intro- 
duction of a day in South America has been in 
the minds of the Sunday-school leaders of North 
America, as well as leading missionaries in South 
America, for some time. 

The first impulse for the Sunday-school organization 
of South America came as the result of the appoint- 
ment of the first International Sunday School Commis- 
sion to the West Indies and South America, of which 
Dr. Frank Woodbury of Halifax was chairman. Dr, 
Woodbury, Mr. W. C. Pearce, Dr, Capel of Montreal, 
and the writer, were members of the first Sunday- 
school tour-party which visited one country in South 
America,-—British Guiana, forming a local organiza- 
tion, as well as the islands of Trinidad, Barbadoes, 
St. Lucia, and St. Kitts. 

Following the San Francisco Convention of the 
International Sunday School Association, the Rev. 
Herbert S. Harris made a Sunday-school visitation of 
South America as thé representative of the World's 
Sunday School Association to assist in Sunday-school 
organization, hold Sunday-school institutes, and to 
bring to the missionaries America’s message of inter- 
est in their problems of religious education. That 
trip was productive of great good. Local ‘organiza- 
tions were developed in Brazil, Argentina, and Chili, 
and the eagerness of all for practical help was pro- 
phetic of the future. Since that visitation Brazil has 
moved forward with great Sunday-school enthusiasm 
under the leadership of Mr. Tucker. Oliver's “book, 
*¢ Preparation of the Teacher,’’. has been translated 
imto Portuguese, and a beginning made in the transla- 
tion of Sunday-school books in Spanish. 

The report at the Zurich Convention of the Com- 
mission on Latin America drew fresh attention to the 
importance of placing'‘a worker in the South American 
tield to develop organization, produce literature, and 
train a leadership. The commercial push into South 
America as a result of the war caused many to feel 
that the work of establishing a religious foundation 
for the young people of South America should go 
hand-in-hand with its commercial development. 

At this juncture Bishop Stuntz: of South America 
recommended to the consideration of the Executive 
€ommittee of the World’s Sunday-school Association 
as Sunday-school secretary for that field ‘the Rev. 
George P. Howard of Montevideo, born in South 
America, an expert Spanish linguist, and by nature 
and training peculiarly fitted for this important 
work, 

The World’s Committee on October last cabled to 
Mr. Howard his engagement to begin February first, 
Mr. Howard to return to America for six months’ 
special training for his task. 

The organization of the tour of South America 
by the Kroonland, sailing Januaty 21 from New 
York, suggested the advisability of arranging a 
Sunday-school party to visit’ the Continent, confer 
with missionaries and native Sunday-school workers, 
hold mass meetings and institutes all along the line, 
and to return with Mr. Howard. It was hoped that 
Mr. Heinz might be able to accompany the party, but 
this was found impossible to arrange. The party as 
finally composed consists of Mr. Harry Morton of 
Oakland, California; a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee; Mrs. Morton and son; Miss Lukens and: Miss 
Sims of Atchison, Kansas, both Primary workers, and 
the General Secretary of the World's Association. 

The points to be visited will include Havana, Cuba’; 
Kingston, Jamaica; Panama;-Lima, Peru; La Paz, 
Bolivia ; Valparaiso, Chili ; Santiago, Chili ; Buenos 
Ayres, Argentina ; ; Montevideo, Uruguay; Santos, 
Sao Paulo, Bahia, and Pernambuco, Brazil, artiving 
at Rio‘Janeiro in time ‘for the National Brazilian Suti- 

day School Convention, which is being arranged by 
the Rev. ‘H. CG, ‘Teoker, the energetic president of 
the Union. 

Trinidad, Porto Rico, and St. Thomas will be vis- 
ited on the return voyage, the whole trip to cover 
eighty-two days. 

In this work of building the Sunday-school founda- 
tions of a great Continent the Sunday-school workers of 
North America have a deep interest. Many prayers 
will ascend that Christ shall be crowned King by thé 
childhood and vouth of South America, with whom 
are bound up the destinies of the Continent of Oppor 
tunity: ‘ 
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How is Billy Sunday Reaching Philadelphia’s Men? 
; Glimpses of work without and within the tabernacle that show why men are eagerly . 
crowding by the tens of thousands to hear the gospel of saving grace 





Noon-Time Power for the Shops 
By Philip E. Howard 


OW the Sunday campaign is weaving its web of 
evangelism over the whole city ! You can see 
evidences of it if you stand for a little while in 

one of the windows of the house at 1914 Spring Gar- 
den Street, where most of the Party live. For out of 
the traffic on that broad thoroughfare slips car after 
car and, halting a moment at the curb, picks up a 
speaket or two bound for an outpost of the work and 
is away.again. The automobile as an evangelizing 
agency has come into its own. 

Into.one of these big cars we climbed—the Rev. 
J. W. Welsh, Sunday's first assistant ; Jack Cardiff, 
Suaday’s trainer, and two of us ftom the city, and 
away we flew over the sleety pavements for seyen 
mites or more into the great industrial district to the 
nosth. Wepicked upa Y. M. C. A. man on the route, 
and ahead of time we made .our way over a network 
of tracks.to the car repair shop, of the Reading road. 

lt was.a bleak day. The shop was cold, But in 
the center of it, seated.on boxes and boards, was 
already: gathered, at the call of the cornet, a goodly 
crowd of mechanics and clerks, and a few visitors. 
The spirit of that shop was shown by a chalk-written 
legend on a box set up on top of a grindstone: 
‘*Down with Rum,"’ 

.**Does that mean business ?’’ I asked a workman 
near me.. 

** It daes,"’ he arjswered emphatically. ‘* That's 
just what we.are trying-to do.’’ I could well believe 
him. It was a ‘fine bunch of men;’'-as the-friend 
whe, was with. me, was. quick to pojnt out. 

With those. big, husky railroad men, :clad in their 
rough, rainy. day togs, listening like, pleased children, 
a little girl sang for them,. ‘* What a Friend we have 
in Jesus.’'". How quiet that shop was as her childish 
voiee was lifted.in that beloved song ! 

Mr. Welsh conducted the service ; urged upon the 
mechanics and other workers that Christ ‘* was one of 
us'’; that the church and the ministry are not apart 
from them; but of them, and for them ;:and. then he 
introduced Jack Cardiff, the ring-pugilist of a few 
years ago, but now fighting for Christ. And Jack, 
stepping quickly forward, all unconsciously took the 
boxer’s attitude, put up his fists, and in about one 
minute or less told those men exactly where he stands 
on loyalty to Christ. They evidently ‘‘got’’ him, 
for. .his rapid-fire words were rounded off by a good 
‘*hand’’ from them when he stopped. Mr. Welsh, 
says that Mr. Sunday says that what he likes about 
Jack-is that ‘he doesn’t work as if he had to, but 
works as if he likes it.'"". The Reading men would no 
doubt agree with that, : 

The meeting had been opened with song, and with 
prayer by a young man who had seen service in the 
lunvber camps. It was brought to a close by a man 
who has done much work recently among men in 
testifying to God’s power in his own restoration from 
sin and want, J. A. Schlichter, who was awaiting the 
Sunday group at the shop. Then Mr. Welsh gave 
the invitation. The meeting closed. And.when. Mr. 
Welsh went over to speak to a man who had. shawn 
interest in the invitation to confess Christ, the work- 
man, clad in his sou’wester and rubber coat, evi- 
deatly a foreigner, impulsively kissed the preacher 
in the demonstrative foreign way that to him signified 
deep, gratitude. 

On another day I went up on the. big. elevator of 
the. Foss- Hughes Company’s repair. shop, to the third 
floor, where among the big Pierce-Arrow cars the re- 
pair men had gathered ‘for a noon meeting. -Mr. 
Stover. of the Sunday-school party was there—very. 
much there—with his cornet, to give the men a vigor- 
ous, earnest, inspiring service, leading the music, 
speaking most directly to them on the contrast be- 
tween Lot and Abraham, and encouraging by his 
support an electrician from the shop who played the 
trombone very well indeed. 

The men were ranged along the work-benches, by 
the windows, while all around the room stood the big 
~ silent cars needing repair. _Power.in those cars—and*« 
not less in the men. But just how many of cars and 
men were in good order for service I could not tell. 


It seemed to me a fine repair shop for the cars, be- 
cause of the men who were there ; and not a bad place 
forthem at that noon hour to get a little overhauling ! 
Mr, Stover’s appeal was that the shop should be right 
for God. What better could he have asked for cars 
or men? 

Back of these shop meetings there is organization, 

of course. Walter M. Wood, the General Secretary 
of the Philadelphia Young Men’s Christian Assocta- 
tion, is at the head of the Committee on Shops and 
Schools. Mr. G. Percy Fox is the Automobile Com- 
mittee chairman, directing the movements of the three 
hundred volunteer automobiles working under a 
schedule sent out by him, to care for all the intricate 
detail of conveying speakers on time from point to 
point and return. Some twenty-five shop meetings a 
week are cared for by Mr. Wood's committee. Mr. 
Wood supplies a schedule a week in advance to all 
the persons involved, showing the date, the day, the 
beginning-time and the ending-time of each meeting, 
its location, the name of the supervisor of the meet- 
ing, and the speaker. Y. M. C. A. men and others 
in all parts of the great area co-operate with Mr, 
Wood as supervisors and committee men, and these 
are accessible to him by telephone for direction or 
consultation. More meetings could readily be han- 
dled by this system, but it has seemed best to make 
shop engagements during the campaign chiefly for 
members of the Sunday party, because of the desire of 
the employers and employees to hear those who, like 
Mr. Rodeheaver, Mr. Welsh, Mr. Stover, and Jack 
Cardiff, are doing so much in men’s work, 
' The man who supposes that when he is talking to 
nen who/work with their hands he is not talking to 
thinkers is not doing much thinking at that moment. 
Shop-clothes .are very deceptive. The close listen- 
ing, the. quiet scritiny, the ready response to good 
sense and sincerity and high ideals and the straight 
gospel ought to be enough to give to the shop-speaker 
a sense of the responsibility he has when he faces a 
group of shop-workers. Such work makes heavy de- 
mands upon speakers. As Mr. Wood put it, ‘‘I know 
of no meetings that give me such a sense of mental 
suction,’’ The pull of thinking men always does that 
on the sincere speaker. The service of men and 
women who are thus meeting the test in this cam- 
paign is simply inestimable. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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When the Tabernacle is Open 
“For Men Only” 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 


OW many of you fellows fell down coming over 
here to-night ?’’ 

It was the cheery voice of Rody, the smil- 
ing and indispensable song leader and general plat- 
form manager of Billy Sunday’s campaign. It was 
Sunday night, January 24, one of the ‘‘men only"’ 
meetings. Outside the streets and pavements were 
covered with treacherous ice, and the few Philadel- 
phians who ventured out from necessity or duty were 
picking their way carefully to avoid the danger of 
broken bones. But every seat in the great tabernacle 
was occupied when Rody asked the men how many of 
them had fallen. Hundreds of hands went up all 
over the tabernacle. I wondered if as many hands 
would be raised if Billy Sunday should ask who wanted 
to be Christians, 

How many of these thousands of men had fallen 
into sin, and had not been lifted out, before they came 
to the tabernacle? That was the question the sermon 
that night asked those men. Perhaps few of the men 
dreamed of calling this a sermon. It was a drama of 
sin. Sunday called it ‘The Devil’s Boomerang,’’ and 
nothing that- sin and Satan do to the soul and mind 
and body of man appeared to be omitted from the 
vivid picturing of the sins of money-madness, of the 
saloon curse, and of impurity. 

«Stinging, stabbing words for God,’’ they were. 
Men fainted here and there as he explained, in blunt 
language that the man in the street could understand, 
the diseases and ravages caused by the sins of impur- 
ity, —diseases that fasten themselves upon innocent 


wives and children of men who have broken God's 
laws of chastity. But beyond all the astonishing med- 
ical testimony that he presented was the heart-grip- 
ping life-story of how Billy Sunday himself left his base- 
ball comrades on the curb-stone of Chicogo 28 years 
ago and said, ‘‘Good-bye boys, I am through. I am 
going to find Jesus Christ."" One by one he pictured, 
the dramatic but terrible end of the famous players 
that sat on the curb-stone, drunk, when he left them to 
go.with the mission workers to the Pacific Gar- 
den Mission. Mike Kelly, Ed Williamson, and 
Frank Flint were names as well known to many of 
the men present as the names of Garfield and 
McKinley. 

The men were delighted beyond measure to see 
Billy give moving picture demonstrations of how biase- 
ball used to be played,—how John G, Clarkson used 
to pitch the curve that only he could deliver. And 
they held their breath and forgot that it was a preacher 
on his platform when Billy fell on the floor, stretch- 
ing out vainly to reach the home plate as the Umpire 
of the Universe called ‘‘ You're out !'’ to Frank Flint, 
the famous old catcher. Loy 

Perhaps the climax of the enthusiasm of that crowd 
of men was reached when Sunday for fifteen minutes. 
poured out his defiance and arraignment of the liquor 
traffic. ‘I'm going to preach about this next week,"’ 
he shouted to the men, and the tenseness. yave_ way. 
to spontaneous laughter as the men wondered what 
he was going to do next week, if this flood of. irresis- _ 
tible argument and pleading and denunciation was not 
preaching. 

A few weeks ago.a Philadelphia! man and his wife 
decided to give up drinking. “When the“regular 
case of beer was delivered to the house the woman re- 
ported that she asked the driver to remove all of the 
empty bottles that were in the cellar. ‘‘Now you 
may take away that full case of beer, and not bring 
any more here."’ 

‘*Would you mind telling me,’’. said the liquor 
man, ‘‘ whether Billy Sunday had anything to do with 
this ?”’ 

‘*Yes, he did,’’ answered the woman, ‘‘ we’ ve been 
to the meetings and decided not to drink any more."’ 

** You are the tenth customer,’’ he said, as he pre- 
pared to depart, —‘*‘ you are the tenth customer that I 
have lost to-day on account of Billy Sunday."’ 

And that was two weeks before the Booze sermon 
was delivered ! 

It was another stormy, inclement day when the 
long-awaited sermon on ‘‘ Booze, or Get on the Water- 
Wagon "’ was preached to men, morning and evening. 
It was the week following ‘‘ The Devil's Boomerang”"’ 
sermon, and the men not only filled the seats again but 
crowded into the outside corridors, where they secured 
precious standing-room. 

‘*IT could hardly believe it,’’ Sunday said when he 
began his sermon, ‘‘when they ‘telephoned me that 
the tabernacle was filled and the men were ready for 
me two hours before the time for preaching, on a night 
like this. I jumped out of bed, took a glass of milk, 
and came down here.’’ 

It was twenty minutes after six when he began to 
preach, and for an hour and forty minutes he turned 
that platform into a battle-ground on which was being. 
fought a supreme battle for America’s boyhood, man- 
hood,, and womanhood against the diabolic forces of 
evil that found their expression through the American 
saloon. ‘The sixteen thousand men pronounced their 
verdict at the close. It was the same verdict that the 
men of the afternoon had given. When.he asked how 
many men would pledge themselves to ‘‘vote her 
dry’’ when they had a chance, the throng seemed to 
rise as one man, although here and there weré two or 
three that kept their seats. 

The liquor men who hear this sermon must be) 
startled at this Christian preacher's amazing. knowl- 
edge of their business, The sermon is not a tirade 
against the saloon and its evils. It is indeed filled with 
heartbreaking pictures of wrecked homes and broken 
lives, But he does not fail to meet the carefully thought- 
out arguments of the liquor apologists. It cannot be. 
said that Billy Sunday meets these arguments ca/mly. 
With smashing, sledge-hammer blows of truth he 
meets them, so that the thinking-men who hear him 


(Continued on page 105} 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


ILLY SUNDAY the other day told his Philadel- 
phia hearers about a man who was starting for 
a lumber camp, to whom a friend said : ‘* You’d 
better look out up there ; you'll have a good time if 
they don’t find out that you are a Christian ; but if 
you let them know that you're a Christian, it will be 
very different.” After a while the man got back from 
camp. His friend asked, ‘‘ Well, how did it go when 
they found out you were a Christian?” ‘ They 
never did find out,” was the answer. 

What is the trouble when people who are not Chris- 
tians can live close to ple who are Christians, and 
never discover that t ey are? For one thing, the 
Christian who successfully conceals his Christianity 
is not having victory. The victorious Christian is 
an unconcealable Christian. Victory cannot be hid. 

By ‘‘victory” is meant the conquering of personal 
sin: sin in one’s own life in every recognized form ; 
and conquering it habitually, constantly. When a 

erson's life is a trail of victory of that sor?, it is 
ikely to ‘‘ get out” that he is a Christian, 

They didn’t call them Christians in Old Testament 
times; Christ hadn’t come then, But it was the eter- 
nal Christ who gave the victory to God’s people, then 
as now. And Israel’s unbelieving neighbors in Sam- 
uel’s day were not long in discovering when Israel 
became ‘out and out” for God,—and victorious. 


Our Background Material 


Let us clinch the facts about the two books of Sam- 
uel which Dr, Thomas noted on lesson 7: 

The two books as one cover a period of about 125 
years, perhaps B.C, 1140 to 1015. They may be di- 
vided into three parts: (1) the history of Samuel 
(t Sam, 1 to 7); (2) the history of Saul (1 Sam. 8 to 
31) ; (3) the history of David (2 Sam. 1 to 24). 

Then note this more detailed division into seven 

arts: (1) Samuel; (2) Saul; (3) David's rise ; (4) 
avid's reign over Judah ; (5) David's reign over the 
entire nation ; (6) David's fall ; (7) appendix, 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 
issue. Bold-face letters at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

The capture of the ark of God didn’t do the Philis- 
tines any good, ‘* The glory” had ‘departed from 
Israel” (4:22); but it did not rest upon the Philis- 
tines. he ark brought a series of the most terrific 
disasters to the Philistines; chapters 5 and 6 record 
them. And for twenty years Israel lived on in dull 
disobedience, unresponsive to God. Had God turned 
away his love from Israel? Use the object lesson of 
the candle, as described by Pucker (Rogers, b). 

Miss Patterson’s (a) vivid statement of what’ sick- 
ness is will help the class to see more effectively 
Israel's spiritual sickness, and its symptoms (Patter- 
son (b). It was an immense work that confronted 
Samuel, to reach those people for God as he pleaded 
patiently with them during those twenty years (Pat- 
terson, c). But he had increasing power with the 
people, because he had character; and he had charac- 
ter because he had religion a. Thomas, Section ITT). 

The first hopeful pe be ter Israel’s long rebellion 
and defeat was that they had a sense of need. 
They began to want God. ‘They ‘lamented after 
Jehovah.” They are going to do this again some 
day (Zechariah 12: 10, 11), when Christ ‘‘ whom they 
have pierced,” returning, shall be revealed to hisown 
people the Jews, and they turn to him again, forever. 

God cannot do much for people until somehow they 
get asense of need. God pities the man who says, 
“I don’t need anything, thank you.” It is the peril 
of people who are ‘‘ well off.” ‘The people whose 
lives are quite ‘‘straight." The ‘‘up and outs.” I€ 
you Aave any sense of need, thank God (Matt. 5: 6). 

‘*t Well,” says Samuel, *‘if you people really mean 
business, you've got to show me. Do something. 
Proveit. How? Put away the foreign gods.” ‘Put 
away” might be translated in modern slang ‘‘cut it 
out.” Cut clean out of your life the things that you 
know are displeasing God. ‘‘Idols” in the East to- 
day are described by Dr. Mackie (a). 

: “*If you mean business,” Samuel went on, ‘‘ God 
will mean business. He wé#// deliver you.” Then 
follows a record, short, clean-cut, to the point: Israel 
made good; they proved that they meant business 
(v. 4). No,—they couldn’t really make good; that 
was coming later when God fulfilled 47s responsi- 
bility. No man can make good by mere will-power; 
if he thinks he ean, he’s got a big, crashing awaken- 
ing coming to him before he learns that he can't. 
But he can prove his sincerity by taking a first step 


Golden Text: Hitherto hath Jehovah helped us.—1 Samuel 7 : 12 


3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, 
If ye do return unto Jehovah with all your heart, then put 
away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you, and 
direct your hearts unto Jehovah, and serve him only ; and he 
will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. 4 Then 
the children of Israel did put away the Baalim and the Ashta- 
roth, and served Jehovah only. 

5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will 
Rrey for you unto Jehovah. 6 And they gathered together to 

izpah, and drew water, and poured it out before Jehovah, 
and fasted on that day, and said there, We have sinned against 
Jehovah, And Samuel Be ed the children of Israel in Miz- 

. 7 And when the Philistines heard that the children of 
sYael were gathered together to Mizpah, the lords of the 
Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children of 
Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines, 8 And the 
children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto Jeho- 
vah our God for us, that he will save us out of the hand of the 
Philistines. g And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered 
it for a whole burnt-offering unto Jehovah ; and Samuel cried 
unto Jehovah for Israel; and Jehovah answered him. 10 And 
as Samuel was offering up the burnt-offering, the Philistines 
drew near to battle against Israel; but Jehovah thundered 
with a great ! thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and 
discomfited them ; and they were smitten down before Israel. 
tr And the men of Israel went out of Mizpah, and pursued 
the Philistines, and smote them, until they came unto Beth- 
car. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpah 
and Shen, and ‘called the ‘name of it * Eben-ezer, saying, 
Hitherto hath Jehovah helped us. 13 So the Philistines were 
subdued, and they came no more within the border of Israel : 
and the hand of Jehovah was against the Philistines all the 
days of Samuel. 14 And the cities which the Philistines had 
taken from Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron even 
unto Gath ; and the border thereof did Israel deliver out of 
the hand of the Philistines, And there was peace between 
Israel and the Amorites. 

15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 16 And 
he went from year to year in circuit to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and 
Mizpah ; and he judged Israel in all those places. 17 And 
his return was to Ramah, for there was his house; and there 
he judged Israel : and he built there an altar unto Jehovah. 

1 Heb. vorce. 2 That is, The stone of help. 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 








and showing that he wants to make 
did with the abominable idols. 
matter of emotion, but of the will. 

‘“*All get together now,” said Samuel, ‘‘and I'll 
pray for you.” Humiliating, wasn’t it? It needed 
to be. God cannot do much for us until we get into 
the dust before him and tell him that unless he does 
everything for us we are lost ; and then cry out to 
him asking him to do for us what we cannot do for 
ourselves. Hope burns brightly when we are ready to 
get into the place of humiliation before God. 

Israel went on in a wholehearted way. What did 
it mean when they ‘‘drew water, and poured it out 
before Jehovah”? Various suggestive meanings for 
this are given, by Mr. Ridgway (a), Miss Patterson 
(ad), Mr. Rogers (d,e). ‘‘ True emptiness before him 
will always bring hisfulness; ... when we are noth- 
ing then he can work” (see 2 Sam, 14: 14 and Lam. 


, as Israel 
Religion is not a 


: Ig). 

While they were there, in humiliation, confessing 
the depths of their sin, the enemy got ready to strike 
hard and quick. ‘ Opposition to him [Satan] arouses 
opposition by him,” says Dr. Thomas (IJ, e). 

nd Israel was afraid. Another healthy, promis- 
ing sign. The man who can’t be frightened can be 
defeated. The man who is “afraid of nothing” is 
going to be the prey of something. There is hope 
or us if we are afraid of ourselves, afraid of our past, 
afraid of our sin, afraid of our adversaries and Satan, 
—and then, trusting God, find that his ‘' perfect love 
casteth out fear” (1 John 4: 18). 

‘They cried out to Samuel to pray for them without 
ceasing. ‘That was glorious. They were actually 
making a practical asset of prayer. Are you? How 
many of you are giving it the same sort of a chance 
in your life as you are giving other things,—such as 
sleeping with your windows open at-night, the latest 
methods in ‘‘ efficiency,” deep breathing, and so on? 
Have you really ‘‘tried out” prayer? If not, try it 
half an hour a day for a year, and keep a careful 
note-book record of results. 

As the sacrifice—type of Christ our substitute, 
atonement, and victory—was being offered, the en- 
emy prepared to strike, and found they were at- 
tempting to defeat Jehovah! There is only one end 
to a pitched battle between God and his enemies. 
That day proved it. God’s use of thunder was 
haps strikingly repeated to save the life of John G. 
Paton (Round Table, d). 

God won a complete victory, And it occurred at ex- 
actly the place (Thomas, I, b) where Israel had suf- 
ered black, crushing defeat, the ark captured, the 
glory departed from them, at the hands of the same 
enemies twenty years before. 

Have you been living a defeated life’? Have you 
been defeated so many times at the same point that 
you have come to believe that you can never know 








complete, lasting, and” final victory ¢here? Then 
you are the one to whom God is speaking the mes- 
sage of this lesson. He has a victory for you, at the 
very point of your own long continued and worst 
defeat; victory more _—— than anything you have 
ever yet dared hope for. Will you take it? 


The Truth That Is Golden . 

It’s a lesson in victory, and the steps are so clear 
and simple that any one who will can take them to- 
day. and have the same results, 

ave you a sense of need? Do you need some- 
thing that you haven’t got? If you have no such 
sense of need, pray God for it until you get it. 

Then by the use of whatever will-power you have, 
weak though it is, show God that you mean busi- 
ness by telling him that you now and forever—in his 
strength—put away from you everything in your life 
that you know to be contrary to his will. 

Confess mer sin to him,—your sins, and the sin- 
fulness of hopeless self. 

Confess your helplessness to him. Tell him that 
you are afraid to try to go on living unless He meets 
your need. . 

’ Tell him that you accept the atonement and the 
power of Jesus Christ as sufficient for all the unmet 
needs and all the desired Meee f of your life. 

Then pray. Simply ask God to do for you what 
you cannot do for yourself : give you a supernatural 
complete, and sustained victory. ; 

en accept it. Thank Goad for having done as 

ou asked, on’t ask him to prove it to you, but be- 

ieve him on the strength of his Word,—for hé says 
he will do this (Rom. 6: 14; Psa. 23: 1). 

Victory—immediate, -complete, perpetual—is that 
man’s who, by a the simple conditions, lets 
God win and sustain it for him. ' It can be sustained 
as it was won: by trusting God, moment by moment, 
to continue it. . - 
Teaching Points ; - of 
~ Ged cannot fill the: lives of those who. are ‘filled already. 
There are just two reasons, -says Billy Sunday, why: men 
don’t open the door to Christ (Rev. 3: 20): they are afraid 
of what Christ will cast out of their lives, or they are afraid 
of what Christ will bring in, ms 

Israel’s was a supernatural deliverance. The hunian 
life that is only a natural life is a poverty-stricken life, 
Are you having supernatural experiences? Are you ask- 
ing for them? Are you expecting them? Are you making 
it possible for God to send them ? 

The Philistines were mightier than the Israelites ; and 
that is the kind of enemy we can count upon God’s deliv- 
ering us from. 

Eben-ezer was ‘‘ the stone of help.’’ Christ, our victory, 
is called ** the stone’’ in both Old Testament and New 
(Dan. 2: 35; Matt. 21 : 42). 

Things that had been lost were restored (v.14). God 
can restore to you things that you have thought never to 
have back again (Joel 2 : 25). 

The Philistines confidently expected to defeat Israel 
again. They would have laughed at the thought of any- 
thing else. So when an old ‘‘down-and-outer’’ ‘ hits 
the trail,’’ takes the evangelist’s hand, and says he’s going 
to live a new life in Christ, the powers of evil laugh,— 
and so do actually some oy le! And God strikes them 
dumb with amazement as he leads the broken, shattered, 
defeated life out into such victory as Christ himself knows, 

‘¢ The strength of the enemy does not matter; the battle 
is the Lord’s, not ours ’’ (Patterson, f). 


Questiens for Study and Discussion 

Why was it hard for Israel to put away the foreign gods 
from among them ? 

In what way does the last sentence of verse 6 show the 
humility of Israel ? 


How may a person who is afraid be a braver person than 
one who is not afraid? 


What is the hardest thing for you to give up for God? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday's Lesson 
Saul Anointed King (1 Sam. 3-10). 
|For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
t in the ing m. The suggestions and ques- 
tions aré for the members’ own preparation. } 

God is willing to make his second-best for us just 
as good as he can, if we insist upon having his sec- 
ond-best instead of his best. The story of Israel’s 
launching out into her kingdom is full of dramatic 
interest; and God's loving patience gleams brightly 
as the best thing in the story. 


Read chapters 8-10. Why did Israel want a king ? 
What warning did God give them? 

Deseribe Saul’s appearance. - 

What spiritual blessing did God bestow on Saul ? 
What five words show Saul’s nobility of character ? 
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Mastering the 


By the Rev. Professor Ww. H. Griffith Thomas 


Whole Lesson 








HE story is told of a boy falling into the sea, and 
his mother on deck with difficulty kept from 
throwing herself into the sea to save him, while 

men stood by and waited as he sank more than once. 
At last, so it is said, as the boy rose for the third 
time, a sailor jumped overboard, ae. the lad, and 
held him ly until both were drawn up. The 
mother asked, as the boy slowly returned to con- 
sciousness, ‘‘ Why did you not save him sooner?” 
** Because,” said the sailor, ‘‘I had to wait until his 
strength was gone, or he would have drowned both 
himself and me.” This may illustrate the years be- 
_ tween the last lesson and this, when God was waiting 
until Israel came to itself, in order that he might save 
the nation from sin. Perhaps this is the meaning of 
the prophet’s words : ‘‘ Therefore will Jehovah wait, 
that he may be gracious” (Isa. 30: 18). (a) ' 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 
Connecting Events.—The ark was not long in the 
hands of the Philistines, only seven months (6: i 
But Israel was not yet ready to return to God, 
and so the ark was taken to Kiriath-jearim, and 
remained in a private house twenty years (7 : 1, 2). 
Places.—Kiriath-jearim, where the ark was, was 
one of the frontier cities belonging to Judah (Josh. 
- 15:9), and oe on! pare to the Gibeonites 
poe 9:17). It was situated ten miles southeast of 
ydda, on the way to Jerusalem, It was also called 
by other names, which seem to indicate former Baal- 
va (Josh. 15 : 9,60; 2Sam. 6:2). The ark was 
probably placed there because it was the nearest .im- 
portant spot on the wayto Shiloh. Why the ark was 
not restored to its old place is unknown, unless per- 
haps Shiloh remained in the occupation of the Philis- 
tines. Mizpah means ‘‘the watch-tower,” and be- 
longed to the tribe of Benjamin (Josh. 18 : _ The 
site is not quite certain ; by some it is thought to be 
a ridge about four miles northwest of Jerusalem ; by 
others, a ridge nearer that city. Beth-Car means 
‘*-house of a lamb,” and was presumiably on high 
\ ground on the way to Philistia. Shen means. ‘‘ tooth,” 
and'refers to some piece of rock (14:4). Eben-ezer 
is the exact spot where the Israelites had been de- 
féated twenty years before (4:1). ‘ Ekron and Gath 
were Philistine towns on the frontier, between Philis- 
tia and the country of Dan. Beth-el was about eight 
miles north of Jerusalem, formerly called Luz (Gen. 
28: 11-19; Judg. 20: 18:28). Gilgal was the first sta- 
tion of the Israelites after crossing the Jordan (Josh. 
5: 2-10), Ramah, the native place of Samuel (1: 1). (b) 
- Time.—Verse 1 goes with chapter 6, and verse 2 
begins a new h.. Anstey (‘Romance of Bib- 
lical Chronology,” Vol. I, pp. 149-153 ; Association 
Press, $2.75), says that between the death of Eli 
and the pe ony of Saul’s reign was a period of 
twenty years (rt Sam. 7:2). The story of verses 
2-12 is that of the first religious revival through 
the influence of Samuel; and this extended to the 
close of Samuel’s judgeship. But before proceedirfg 
with the story, there comes a summary (vs. 13-17), 
covering the whole of Samuel’s life. Thus we may 
connect 8 : 4 with 7: 12. Dr. W. J. Beecher says that 
1 Samuel 4: 1 to 8 : 22 follows Judges 13 : 1, the inter- 
vering sections being incidents, not continuous narra- 
tive. Beecher gives date 1141 to 1121 B. C., other 
authorities, like the ‘‘Companion Bible,” making a 
difference of a century, 1ogo to 1020 B. C. 


Il. The Lesson 


At last the people were brought to their senses, 
and to the consciousness of their need of God (v. 2). 
Preparation (vs. 3, 4).—Samuel’s words brought 
to a head what he was pretty certainly teaching all 
through those twenty years: The people knew him 
as a Divine prophet (3 : 20; 4:14), and his influ- 
ence must have n at workalithattime. He prob- 
ably spoke to the people through their elders. The 
worship of strange S was astonishing, considering 
Israel’s relations to God. Baalim. is the plural..of 
Baal, and Ashtaroth of Ashtoreth, the two represent- 
ing the male and female deities of the Canaanite na- 
tions. ‘The plural perhaps indicates the numerous 
images or the various forms of worship. Israel seems 
to have become acquainted with Baal-worship in the 
wilderness ; and from time to time fell away into it 
— 24:23; Judg. 2: 11-13; 3:7; 8:33; 10 : 6). 
he.people of Israel were evidently under the domin- 
ion of the Philistines, owing to the disaster twenty 
years before; and Samuel insisted upon three re- 
quirements for deliverance : (a) they were to put away 
the foreign gods (see Matt: 6 : 24), (b) they were to 
direct their hearts to Jehovah, (c) they were to serve 
Him only. These are the permanent marks of re- 
formation : Repentance, Faith, Obedience. (c) 
Penitence (vs. 5, 6).— Samuel commanded the 
elders to assemble the people at Mizpah, which seems 
to have been the meeting-place of the nation { Judg. 20 ; 


1 Sam. 10:17). The drawing and pouring out of 
water were perhaps intended to symbolize their sin- 
cerity, though it is not certain what the act really 
meant, unless it referred to the pouring out of their 
hearts in repentance (Lam. 2 : 19).- The fasting was 
another indication of their contrition. The reference 
to Samuel's judgeship (v. 6) is thought to mean that 
he was made a judge at that time, though he had 
been a prophet a fore. But it would seem more 
likely that he been officially both prophet and 
judge since the death of Eli. The work of the judge 
was civil and political (Exod. 18 : 13-16). (d) 

Prayer (vs. 7-9).—The Philistines soon heard of 
what was taking place, and their interference wasdue 
to their fear of the unity.and strength thus experi- 
enced in a national assembly. ‘The ‘lords of the 
Philistines” were princes, and the terra is used only 
of Philistines (Josh. 13 : 3). Thus the enemy came 
just as deliverance was about tobe granted. The 
devil is always afraid of an aggressive church, Op- 
position to him arouses opposition by him. ‘The fear 
of the Philistines was keenly felt, but it was met by 
prayer, and Israel’s testimony to Samuel’s power as 
an intercessor is very —- The people evidently 
felt that his prayer would acceptable to God in 
view of his consistent life. Samuel’s rejoinder takes 
the form of sacrifice to God. The burnt-offering 
symbolizes whole-hearted consecration (Lev. I : 10- 
13; 22:27). All this indicated that the people were 
once more in true covenant and fellowship with God ; 
and for this reason ‘* Jehovah answered.” (e) 

Power (vs. 10-14).—Soon came the result in com- 
plete victory. God put forth special power. Thun- 
der .is called ‘‘the voice of God” (Psa. 29 : 3, 4), and 
the ‘discomfiture of the Philistines indicates sudden 
confusion through panic. The Israelites at once took 
courage, and attacked the foe, pursuing them for 
some distance (v. 11). With characteristic faithful- 
ness and courage, Samuel erected a memorial of the 
victory given by God, calling it Eben-ezer, ‘the 
stone of help.” ‘The result of this victory was great 
and lasting. Some think that ‘‘all the days of Sam- 
uel” (v. 13) refers to the entire life ; others think that 
it can only apply to the time before Saul's reign. But 


it is evident that Samuel was a man of great influence’ 


all through the time of Saul. The reference to the 
Amorites (v. 14) is interesting, because they were the 
most powerful enemies of Toraal, after the Philis- 
tines. The word means “highlander,” contrasted 
with Canaanite, which means * lowlander.” In some 
instances the Amorites gave their name to the whole 
country of Canaan, and it may mean this here. (f) 
Protection (vs. 15-17).—Samuel now undertakes a 
definite supervision of Israel, as judge, going from 
place to place as required. But his center was his 
old home, and the altar was built there because there 
was no chosen place, as Shiloh and the ark and taber- 
nacle continued separated, even after the victory. 
It is noteworthy that Samuel first brought peace (v. 
13), then insured the rights of the people to their 


‘country (v. 14), then administered justice (v. 15), and, 


chief of all, emphasized religion (v. 17). (g) 


Ill. Central Truths 

1. Personal Power.—Samuel's influence was evi- 
dently great, He worked no miracles, but his calm 
wisdom and consistent life made an impression on 
the people, so that at the end of the twenty years 
they were yeady to listen to what he ordered: But 
we must go deeper and discover the explanation of 
this power, and we shall find it in 

2. Personal Character.—Samuel was a true man, 
and influenced the people because of his personal 
reality. For twenty years he was necessarily in com- 

arative privacy and seclusion. But Israel’ knew 

im, and all this while his character was deepening 
and his influence growing. For twenty years he had 
exercised patience and persistence; and the prompt 
action recorded here was due to the preparation of 
those years. Fruit comes quickly after long processes 
of preparation. But even this 1s not all, for we must 
go farther back to discover the source of his charac- 
ter. This will be seen in his 

3. Personal Religion.—The presence of God was 
realized. He had power with men in counsel and 
influence (vs. 5. to 11), because he had power with 
Ged (vs. 5, 8). God's grace was sought continually 
by ‘him in prayer, and when the victory was 
granted God’s blessing was fairly and publicly 
acknowledged. 


IV. Suggestions for Further Study 7 
1. The Character of Samuel.—' Character makes 
the man.” ‘‘Christ makes the character.” Much 


helpful teaching will be found in the little volume by 
the late Dr. H; Clay Trumbull, ‘‘ Character-Shaping 
and Character-Showing ” (The Sunday School ‘Times 
Company, 50 cents net). See-also ‘‘ Solitary Power,” 
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in Parker's ‘‘ People's Bibile,"’ Vol. VI, p. 269 (Funk 
& Wagnalls, $1.50 a volume). 

2. Lhe Philistines.—Full details can be obtained 
from the * Dictionary of the Bible,” by J. D. Davis 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $2.75); ‘* National 

ible Dictionary,” by Peloubet (J. C. Winston Co., 
Philadelphia, $2.40 net); ‘‘ Universal Bible Diction- 
ary,” edited by Buckland (Revell, $1.50 net). 

3. The Value and Power of Prayer.—Samuel is 
noteworthy as a man of prayer. Other instances are 
in 8:6; 12: 17-23; 15: 11. He is mentioned as an 
intercessor (Psa. 99:6; Jer. 15:1). See ‘' Prayer: 
Its Nature and Scope,” by H. Clay Trumbull (Re- 
vell, 60 cents). 

4. Revivals.—A good treatment of this story as 
‘‘an Old Testament Revival” will be found in ‘* From 
Samuel to Solomon,” by Dr. Charles S. Robinson 
(American Tract Society, $1). ‘The whole subject of 
revivals in church history can be studied in ‘ Re- 
vivals: Their Laws and Leaders,” by Burns (Doran, 
$1 net). Observe the marks of reviva! here: (1) Sor- 
row, (2) Confession, (3) Repentance, (4) Prayer, (5) 
Deliverance, (6) Gratitude, (7) Service. (h 

5. Victory in the Place of me a his is the 
story of Ebenezer. We lose touch with God through 
failure; we may come back to! fellowship by His 
conquest over an old enemy, in the very place where 
we suffered loss. 

6.The Elements of True of haga story of the 
Sn oe illustrates the course of things spiritual: Sin, 

orrow, Supplication, Safety, Strength, Satisfaction. 
Or, to put it in another form: Conviction, Contri- 
tion, Confession, Conversion, Consecration. Each of 
these can be seen in the lesson. 


V. A Lesson Outline 

1. The Preparation (vs. 3, 4; 1 Kings 8: 48; Psa. 57: 
73 Josh. 24: 14). 

2. Penitence (vs. 5, 6; Ezra 8: 23; Dan. 9: 4; 1 John 
1:9). . 
se 7-9; Isa. 58:9; Psa.g1: 15! Jas. 5:16). 
4. Power (vs. 10-14; Psa, 89: 10; Josh, 21: 44; Psa. 
147:14). 

5. Protection (vs. 15-17; Isa. 
Psa, 28: 7). 

Wycuirre CoLiecr, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 
Get Tog 


ether.— Gather all Israel to Mizpah (v. 5). 
A group of gentlemen stand in the lobby and talk. 
There is no restraint whatever, and all goes free‘and 
easy. Then these same men assemble in a room 
and organize themselves into a ‘‘meeting.’’ What 
achange! The man who in the lobby spoke spon- 
taneously is now nervous, self-conscious, constrained, 
and stammering. We have all been there. What 
makes the difference? There is a psychic influence 
of man on man when we sit together formally. God 
understands this if men don’t, and so his command 
is, ‘‘Get together.” That nation whose population 
is a get-together people is the best nation. Protest- 
antism with its ‘‘everlastin’ goin’ to meetin’,” as 
Aunt Sally says. Meetings unify a people. The 
thousand and one societies with their thousands of 
officers is America’s safety valve. Religion would 
be a good thing for our country even if it was not 
religious. ‘‘ They’re running this meeting business 
into the ground. I don’thave a night to myself,” 
said the man. Nota bit of it. This is why Coates- 
ville is the liveliest and most hustling town of its size 
in the land. Crowded Sunday-schools and an out- 
grown Y.M.C. A. Over at Squedunk there is no 
such complaint (Heb. 10: 25). 


Eggs.— Drew water and poured it out before Jeho- 
vahk (vy. 6). A vow can no more be recalled than can 
water poured upon the ground, ‘You cannot un- 
scramble eggs,” as I. P. Morgan said when they 
talked of disintegrating the big corporations, When 
the children of men clean house and scramble their 
eggs and obey God no power on earth can stand 
against them. It is working out in many a family 
every day. In many a community. A nation is 
only a collection of families. There was the Field 
family, for example, all scrambled together. Cyrus 
laid: the Atlantic cable after thirty failures in ten 
——-. Another brother was a great lawyer. Another 
yrother was a justice of the Supreme Court. Another 
brother was a great minister. All the sons of a poor 

reacher. Are you listening, parson? I know a 
amily of. six mechanics, all the same trade. ‘They 
were.all drinkers and known as a hard lot, fighting 
and carousing. Then they got religion. Went into 
business in a small shop of their own. To-day. all are 
Exocnarens, not to say rich. No, when God scram- 

les the eggs they stay scrambled (Deut. 30: 9; 
Prov. 8 : 18, 19). (a) 


Freedom.— When the Philistines heard ... the 
fords... went up against Israel (v. 7). ‘The Phil- 
istines guessed right. When _——- becomes re- 
ligious they must become free. agna Charta in an 
ancient English day and a republic in a modern 
China day. Ye shall know the truth and the truth 


60:18; Neh, 9: 27; 








ee 
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shall make you free. When folks get together with 
God no Philistine can keep them down, Let any 
bunch of young clerks get a. yy d and stick together 
for any religious purpose, and in dus time that group 
will be running things in prong & store, aud office. 
Sir George Williams and some other young English- 
men did this er 5 thing. Behold the Y. M.C. A. all 
around the world, And Sir George and his associ- 
ates leading business men of London. Some of the 
great American business men have come from that 
‘old Robert McBurney bunch,” at the 23d Street 
Y. M. C. A, in New York. Mr, Gamble, of Proctor 
& Gamble, the Ivory soap makers, was one of them. 
Who ever heard of such men coming up out of the 
Philistines ? Saloons, pool-rooms, card-parlors, beer- 
clubs don’t graduate freemen, Only heaven and the 
heavenly pull can lift young men into the free, rich 
life of independence (John 8 : 32-56). (b) 


AGood Name,.—Léen-ezer... ; hitherto hath Jeho- 
vah helped us (v. 12). ‘‘ HereI’ll raise my Eben-ezer ” 
is what they used to sing lustily over at ‘* The Brick” 
when I was a boy. We kids never knew just what 
there was to raise, most of us thought it was some 
kind of a Sunday-school banner. e were not old 
enough to have had any a with the Philistines. 
We have found out since. Indeed ws have! Every 
day now we joyfully raise our Eben-ezer, The Lord 
always helps right up to the very “hitherto.” God 
is never a quitter. It is always the man who lets go 
of God, and never God lets go the man (John 10: 28, 
29; Jer. 32: 40; 1 Pet. 1:5). Do you see‘all those 
fellows floundering around and only about half living, 
failures or near-failures, ‘‘light weights” and ‘hard 
luckers.”” Not one of them has his hand ia paces eg 
hand. Do you see those happy, prosperous, good-job, 

oing-up fellows, the Sunday-school and church fel- 
ows, the savings-bank and night-school fellows ? 
They will all say, ‘*Eben-ezer.” I inave just been 
looking through the Philadelphia telephone directory 
to see if any-family had ever taken this name. I found 
none, But our good old Puritan forbear did not hesi- 
tate to put it on his = & and when you get right down 
to it, what a prayerful name it is ! (c) a 


In Paradise.— Zhe border thereof did Israel de- 
liver out of the hand of the Philistines (v.14). 1 
am on my way to Paradise (Paradise, Lancaster 
County, immediately !), to speak to the village boys, 
who have a little country Y. M. C. A. ‘‘up. over 
Rutt's drugstore,” as. the invitation says, : 
going to speak to successful manufacturers, lawyers, 

ankers, merchants, farmers, perhaps a governor or 
president, while they are in the bud. There may. be 
a Woodrow Wilson, a Drexel, a Field, a McCormick, 
a Converse, for were not all such Ebei-ezer country 
boys? I‘he Philistines who shadow the borders .and 
coasts of Lancaster County will never harm the boys 
who have the devotion and the ginger to keep up'a 
village Y. M. C. A. in a little room ‘‘ over Rutt’s drug- 
store.” Just as God made successful men out of George 
Williams and his little upper room company years 
ago in London, so does he still turn out successful 
upper-room young men. The Philistines of Bad 

abits and Sapped Ambition cannot disarm and en- 
slave the boys who meet together to wait on Heaven 
at Mizpah. Mr. Morgan sent for a Christian country 
boy to run one of his big corporations: That boy 
runs the corporation on weekdays and a men's Bible 
class on Sundays (Isa, 65 : 21-23; Psa. 1: 3). 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment, One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best il- 
lustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 
of material, and the year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
two-cent stamp. ‘ + 
Jehovah's Help.—-Hitherto hath Jehovah helped 
us (Golden — Dr. Pierson told me that once 
when he was in George Miiller’s study he thought he 
would look into his Bible. He came to that verse in 
Proverbs, ‘* The steps of a good man are ordered by 
Jehovah,” and George Miiller had written by the side 
of it in the margin of his Bible, ‘‘ dnd the stops 
too /" .That is great. It made a new verse for me.— 
From Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, in The Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, 
Eny. (a) . 


A Test.—/f ye do return unto Jehovah with ali 


your heart, then put away the foreign gods,... 
direct your hearts unto Jehovah, and serve him 
only (v. 3). History tells us that Louis XI ‘‘ executed 
a solemn deed of ownership,” conveying to the Vir- 
giu Mary the whole country of Boulogne in France; 
but reserved for himself all the reveaues thereof. 
How much like this “‘solemn deed” is our repent- 
ance! We may say we are sorry, but if we reserve 
for self the control of our actions, how deep is that 
‘sorrow ? God measures our repentance, not by our 
‘exceeding ” sorrow, but by the. revenues of our 
lives that flow into his treasury.—f7.om Record of 
Christian, Work. Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hart- 
ford, Conn. The prise for this week is awarded to 
this thlustration. (b) 


I am.: 
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The Face of the Pilot.— Direct your hearts unto 
Jehovah, and serve him only; and he will deliver 
you (v. 3). Robert Lonis Stevenson's ‘story of the 
storm that caught a vessel off a rocky coast and 
threatened to drive it and its passengers to destruc- 
tion is thrilling. In the midst. of the terror one dar- 
ing man, contrary to orders, went on deck, made the 
dangerous passage to the pilot house, saw the steers- 
man lashed fast to his post holding the wheel un- 
waveringly, and inch by inch turning the ship once 
more out to sea. The pilot saw the watcher and 
smiled. Then the daring passenger went below and 
gave out a note of cheer: ‘‘I have seen the face of 
the pilot, and he smiled. It is all well.” Blessed is 
he who, in the midst of earthly stress and storm, can 
say with equal assurance: ‘‘I have seen the face of 
my Pilot, and he smiled."—From The Expositor. 
Sent by Mrs. R. W. Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. 


What We Give Up.—Put away the foreign gods, 
... direct your hearts unto Jehovah, and serve him 
only (v. 3). A man who was seeking to become a 
Christian thus bemoaned the lot that would come to 
him if he gave himself to Christ: ‘‘I shall have to 
give up so much, There are many things I do now 
that I can’t do then.” ‘* But,” said the Christian 
brother, ‘‘ there are many things you can’t do now. 
You cannot eat mud or drink it.” " ‘‘ No,” replied the 
man, ‘‘ but I don’t want to do a thing like that.” 
‘That's just it,” was the reply. ‘* And when you 
become a thorough-going Christian, all sin will be- 
come distasteful to you. You will not want to com- 
mit it.” In accepting Christ we do not surrender our 
liberty, but slavery; then we become free to do what 
we please because we are pleased to do God's will. 
Therefore, ‘‘if any man is in Christ, he is a new crea- 
ture; the old things are passed away; behold, they 
are become new.” —From Record of Christian Work. 
Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. (c) 


Powerful Testimony. — And Samuel cried unto 
Jehovah Va Israel; and Jehovah answered him 
(v. 9). early thirty years ago, in a village in Nor- 
thern Syria, Abu Dugaam was being severely perse- 
cuted because he had begun to believe in the teach- 
ings of the foreign missionaries. His father-in-law 
had taken his new wife away from him. The vil- 
lagers had torn down his new house. Finally, when 
he refused again and again to give up his belief. in 
his wonderful Book, he was.led out to the.edge of the 
village to be burned to death. He was tied toa pile 
of mnt and was given a chance to say his ‘last 
words.” 


neither cursed nor wept. Ignorantiof ancient mar- 


.tyrs, but, with their selfsame spirit, he knelt and 


prayed for each one of his persecutors. Either in 
fear or penitence, one by one the angry crowd stole 
qtietly ‘back to the village, leaving Abu Dugaam 
alone, but nearer to his God.—Sen? dy —_— A. 
Felton, Roselle, N. J. (Abu Dugaam told Mr. 
Felton this incident at the former's home.in Mahar- 
die, Syria.) 


God’s Thunder.— Bui Jehovah thundered with a 
great thunder on that day...and discomfited them 
(v. 10), Dr, Paton, the well-known missionary to 
the New Hebrides, awoke one night to find the na- 
tives firing the church right by his home. Commit- 
ting himself to God, he went to face the savages. 
He says, ‘‘ They yelled in rage, and urged each other 
to strike the first blow, but the Invisible One re- 
strained them. I stood invulnerable beneath his in- 
visible shield, At this dread moment occurred an 
incident which my readers may explain as they like, 
but which I trace directly to the interposition of my 
God. Arushing and roaring sound came from the 
south like the noise of a mighty engine or of mutter- 
ing thunder. Every head was instinctively turned 
in that direction, and they knew from previous hard 
experience that it was one of their awful tornadoes of 
wind and rain, The mighty roaring of the wind, the 
black cloud pouring down unceasing torrents, and 
the whole elerenalitane awed those savages into 
silence. Some began to withdraw from the scene, 
all lowered their weapons of war, and several, terror- 
struck, exclaimed, ‘That is Jehovah’s rain! Truly 
their Jehovah God is fighting for them and helpin 
them. Let us away !"—From “The Story of John G, 
Paton.” Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hariford, 
Conn. (a) ‘e 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland Missionary 
to the Jews 


[a put away the strange gods, and serve him 
only (v.1). Baalim and Ashtaroth supplied some- 
thing tangible and visible. to lean upon ;., that 
which at. first was taken as an addition for the supple- 
menting of the unseen, soon became a substitute for 
the covenant relationship with God. The Baalim and 
Ashtaroth are no longer in high places, but they still 
exist in the East.- Parents tie around their children’s 
necks beads of - blue glass and amber, pieces: of cam- 
phor. small silver ornaments representing a human 
and, double triangle, and other devices. Old and 


Much to the surprise of the excited mob, he. 
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young’ bear on the breast under their clething small 
amulet cases containing pictures of the Virgia Mary, 
one of the saints, or a text of incantation against cer- 
tain specified dangers. When asked why they wear 
such things, they answer that it is a custom; or that 
they do not forget about God, but this makes things 
doubly sure. (a) , 

We have sinned against Jehovah (v. 6). 
very natural in the case of Orientals that the public 
confession of sin should be accompanied and con- 
firmed by some ceremonial act, such as the day's 
abstinence from food and drink. Orientals ‘have 
always been ready to recognize God as the lawgiver, 
and to go through certain acts of penance as a merited 
punishment for disobedience; but it has often been 
doubted vhether the Oriental conscience could con- 
strain men to the harder task of individually and 
openly confessing before others what that sin had 
been, and making restitution when still possible. Dur- 
ing recent years, however, notably in Armenia, Korea, 
and India, there has been Oriental testimony at dif- 
ferent mission stations to the intolerable burden and 
alienation of unconfessed sin, and to the experience 
of peace and joy through forgiveness of sin. (b) 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 


It was 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes | 
tks were many places in Palestine called 

Mizpah, for the werd means a place for outlook 

or a watching-place. Bible scholars are fairly 
well agreed in thinking that the Mizpah where Sam- 
uel called the great convention (1 Sam. 7: 5, 6) is a 
steep, high hill, only a few miles northwest of Jeru- 
salem, and quite near Kiriath-jearim which we visited 
last week. The number 8 on our map is attached to 
the point of a small V, whose arms reach northeast. 
We will stand at the V’s point. 
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Straight ahead of us we see the long, steep slopes 
of a rocky hill. At some time, long ago, the hillside 
was evidently laid out in terraces for growing vines 
or orchard trees, but the place has been neglected ; 
the retaining walls have largely fallen out, of place; 
the precious soil that they used to guard has been 
washed down into the,valley by winter rains. : A few 
olive-trees do grow at the foot of the hill, rooted in 
earth that. used to fill some of the broken terraces. 
A footpath leads up the slope toward a stone building 
on the wy 

It was probably on that summit that Samuel prayed 
and made a burnt-offering for the sins of the people. 
Down,that slope the Hebrews rushed after the sacri- 
fice, so full of new ambition and new courage that 
they swept before them in utter confusion a host of 
Philistine enemies (1 Sam. 7 : 10-12). 

Use''a stereograph entitled, ‘‘ Mizpah from the 
southwest, an old center of Hebrew history.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the.week. - The use of the 
stereographs will be found.a most practical help in “| 
the lesson _ real. Forty-five places are to be visitec 
in 1915. e forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and, if 
all are ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case 
is given free. Twelve places will be described with the 
lessons of. the first quarter; cost $2. The four for February 
alone, 67 cents. . Less than four in one order are 20 cents each. 
Stereoscopes, 90 cents each.:; Postage or express is pened 
on all orders for stereographs or-stereoscopes.- . Lantern slides 
of the same scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents 
each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more prices--are : plain slides, 40 cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1.. Address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 103 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


“ Big Business, and in fact Most Business, is in the hands of 
Religious Men." Do you believe this? Mr. William H. 
Ridgway. believes it, and gives his reasons in his little book- 
let entitled ** Why They Got There."' Get a copy and read tt. 
Many employers are buying it in quantities to give to the young 
men in their employ who are just making a-start in life. The 
price is 4 cents each, go cents.a.dozen, or $3..a hundred, post- 
paid ; copies may be ordered from The Sunday School Times Co. 

















LESSON FOR FEB. 28 (x Sam. 7 : 3-17) 


From the Platform 


By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


AMUEL was more than prophet and 
priest—he was a great fighter as well. 
Americans should thank God every 
day that they live that so many men in our 
national life stand for God and his righteous- 
ness, Men in high office set the pace to a 
large extent in social life, and give a tone 
to religious thought which is nd all 
wer to reckon. Thank God for men in 
igh official position who pray both for them- 
selves and for their people. Thank God for 
men who know what is right and dare to do 
it. Thank God for men who lead the nation 
in the direction of righteousness instead of 
listening to popular clamor and drifting with 
the crowd, 

For a nation to be really righteous we 
must not only have righteous leaders, but 
righteous followers, re never has been 
a great man who did not have some loyal 
followers. True greatness is very near to 
true godliness, e man who knows how 
to confess his sins and ask God to forgive 
them ds on the road to real greatness in the 
kingdom ‘of heaven. Many of us are adepts 
at confessing the sins of other poople, but 
make a failure at confessing our own. 

To the nation whose leaders humbly walk 
in the ways of Jehovah, and who lead their 
emg rs so to walk, God is'sure to pour out 

is blessings in unmeasured abundance. 





JHITHERTO JEHOVAH 
ATH UDGED 


A Prayer After the Lesson.—God of all 
wisdom, we pray that thou wilt make us wise. 
Teach: us, as a people, how to live. Accept 
our thanks forthe men in our country who love 
thee and who serve thee. We can never cease 
to be grateful to thee for the land in which we 
live. “We thank thee for our rulers, We give 
thee grateful thanks for a president of ‘these 
United States whose heart turns toward thee. 
We thank thee for the men who.are associated 
with him. In this day of war God grant wis 
o- to the man whose hand guides our nation. 
Amen, : ‘ 


Kinston, N. C, 








Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** A mighty fortress is our God." 

** Be not afraid, whate’ er betide."’ 

** Come, thou Fount of every blessing,”’ 

** God is the refuge of his saints.”" __ 

‘*How firm a foundation, ye saints of the 
Lord.’” 


‘* © troubled heart, be thou not afraid."” 
** The Lord’s my Shepherd, I'll not want.” 
** When all thy mercies, O my God.” 


(References in 
Psalm 


rentheses are to the metrical 
ook ‘* Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 118 : r-9 (238°: 1, 3, 4). 
Psalm 124: 1-8 (269: 1, 2). 
Psalm 116 : I-19 (235 : 1-3). 
Psalm of : 1-16 (184: 1-3, 12). 
Psalm 44: 1-8 (91.: 1-4). 


| Department Helps | 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


EVIEW _— pictures if possible.) — 
God helped Joshua to lead the chil- 
dren of Israel across the~- Jordan into 

the promised land; God helped Deborah 
and ‘Barak to drive Sisera’s army away; 
God helped Gideon and his three hundred 
men to chase away the Midianites, who had 
come so many times to steal fruit and grain 
from Israel ; God gave strength to Samson 
to destroy some of the wicked Philistines ; 
God helped’ Naomi and Ruth to be com- 
forted in Bethlehem ; God helped Samuel to 
know and carry his messages,—and they 
came true. 

Most of these people were chosen to be 
judges because they were good, But Eli’s 
sons were so wicked that they caused much 
trouble to Eli and to Israel. They were not 
doers of the word, as Samuel was. (Recall 
incidents of the last lesson.) 

Samuel was a helper to Eli, and God was 
a helper to Samuel. 

Sometimes the children of Israel wished 
they had gods which they could see, as the na- 
tions round about them had ; sometimes they 
made images to worship. God had to let 
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them learn that these images could not help 
them when they were in trouble. (Repeat 
responsively in part Psalm 115 : 4-9. 

This Week's Lesson Story.— The Philistines 
troubled Israel many times, and carried away 
the ark of God. Of course Israel was pleased 
when the ark was returned in such a strange 
way. For twenty years the ark was kept in 
Abinadab’s house on the hill, Every little 
while the Philistines troubled Israel. 

One day Samuel, their judge, said to 
Israel: ** If bac truly return to God and 
serve him with all your heart, and put away 
your idols, God will be your helper to save 
you from the Philistines who trouble you so 
much.’’ They promised, and put away 
their idols, and served God only. Repeat, 
** Serve him with a perfect heart ; serve the 
Lord with gladness,”’ and sing, ‘* Serve him 
all ye little children.”’ 

Samuel appointed a day for prayer, and 
called all Israel to Mizpah, saying, ‘‘I will 
pray for you.’? Samuel had learned to talk 
to God in prayer when he was a little boy. 
The people came and said to Samuel, ‘* We 
have sinned against the Lord,’’ 

The Philistines heard that the children of 
Israel had left their homes and gathered at 
Mizpah, They thought it would be a godd 
chance to surprise them and fight, so they 
started for Mizpah. When the children of 


Israel heard that they were coming they were. 


greatly frightened, and said to Samuel, 
** Pray for us to the Lord that he will help us 
.and save us from the Philistines, Don’t stop 
praying.’’? They knew that idols could not 
save them in a time of danger. They be- 
lieved that God could save them, and he did 
—in a very strange way. 

Samuel offered a little lamb for a sacrifice; 
then he led the people in prayer to God. 
‘They were so earnest that they did not think 
of eating. All this time the Philistines drew 
nearer, Suddenly Jehovah-God thundered 
with a great thunder upon the Philistines. 
They were greatly frightened, and soon 
started to run away. The men of Israel 
ichased them. They never came back again to 
trouble Israel as Johg'as Samuelslived. They 
even gave back all the cities they had taken 
from Israel. , 

Samuel wanted Israel to remember always 


-how God had helped. them on: that day, so 


he chose a big stone, and set. it up to mark 
the place like a monument. He called it 
Ebenezer, which. means, “ Hitherto hath 
Jehovah helped us,’? Memorize this text, 


and compare with ‘‘ The. Lord is my helper.’’’ 


After this, as long as Samuel lived, he was 
the judge of Israel, and there was peace. 
Every year Samuel journeyed to several 
cities to judge the people, and returned to 
his home, where he built an altar, so that he 
might always have a place to worship Jeho- 
vah, the true God, 

After the Story.—1t wonder how many 
times a day you children ask some one to help 
you: Mother, please tie my hair-ribbon, or 
necktie? Father, will you help me with my 
spelling or*numbers? Parents and teachers 
can help us to do many things, but God is 
the strongest helper of all. Sing or repeat: 


** Help us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good. 
In all we do in work or play, 
To grow more loving every day."’ 


Hand-work, — Let each child draw the 
stone and write on or under it, ‘* The Lord 
is my helper,’’ or the memory text. 

Remember each day at home and school 
that God helped because Samuel and the 
people prayed, 

CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Content Patterson 


PEND a little time in reviewing the tribes 
of Israel. . 

; Perhaps one of the girls has, at some 
time, been ill, She can remember when she 
could not lift her head from the pillow or feed 
herself, she had so little strength; she either 
slept all the time or scarcely at all, food was 
distasteful, she was only conscious of pain 
and weakness, But whén‘the cause’of the 
trouble was found and removed she revived,’ 
and in a few weeks was full of vigor and 
strength, able to work, play and enjoy life 
again. (a) 

1. The Need of a Revival.—Our lesson to- 
day is about Israel who is sick, not physically 
but spiritually; let us‘note the symptoms. 
We have to know what it méans to be spirit- 
ually healthy. Look at‘ John'3’: 5, 16, and 





Romans 8: 9, 14. It means to belong to the 
Lord and be led by bis Spirit. Have the 
gitls find the signs of Israel’s weakness ; re- 
call last Sunday’s lesson'‘in which Israel went 
into battle without seeking God’s aid, brought 
the ark without asking his advice, trusted this 
symbol of God’s presence rather than God 
himself, was defeated in battle and lost the 
ark to the enemy, so that, though Israel be- 
longed to God, for God had chosen her, she 
was not being led by his Spirit, but was leav- 
ing God out of her daily life. 

or twenty years Israel made no move to 
throw off the oppression of the Philistines, 
perhaps because of disconragement and hu- 
miliation at the loss of the ark, Bring out 
the history of the ark since the battle at Eben- 
ezer. (Compare chart and maps and locate 
the Philistine cities, Ashdod, Ekron and 
Bethshemesh, and Kiriath-jearim in Ben- 
jamin). Show that God could not bless his 
disobedient people. ‘lhe Philistines learned 
through the overthrow of their god, Dagon, 
through disease and death, that the God of 
Israel was still to be feared, 

2. The Preparation for Revival.—Samuel 

and been a faithful home missionary to his 
ple. Have the girls discuss the things 
talked about as he went from village to coun- 
try home trying to arouse the people to oe 
their trust in God, It is good to remember 
what God has done for us in the past, for it 
helps us to trust him in the present. Samuel 
knew the history of his people and God’s lov- 
ing heart. Don’t you suppose he would 
often tell of Abraham, the Egyptian experi- 
ences and the Wilderness trials? He prob- 
ably frequently told of his mother, Hannah, 
and her trust in God, If the Israelites were 
having a hard time to live—being servants of 
the Philistines—perhaps Samuel reminded 
them of the forty years God had fed their 
people in the Wilderness and kept their 
clothes from wearing out. The Lord blessed 
his efforts, for the people longed to get right 
with God and to have him deliver them from 
their enemies. They came to Samuel for ad- 
vice. Ile instructs them as to their motive, 
it must be sincere, a rea] desire to return to 
God; the cause of their trouble must be re- 
movéd, the’strange gods must be’ put away. 
This was hard to do; recall the trouble Gid- 
eon had in destroying the village god on his 
father’s premises; it meant also staying from 
religious feasts and:arousing the enmity and 
suspicion of Philistine neighbors; to prepare 
their hearts unto the Lord, that is, that God 
must have his place again in their lives to 
lead and to control them; then God would 
deliver them, Have the girls prove the sin- 
cerity of Israel’s repentance (y. 4). (c) 

3. The Great Revival.—When people are 
passing through the, same experiences they 
want to get together ; all over Israel the re- 
vival is spreading, so Samuel issues an an- 
nouncement appointing Mizpah as the meet- | 
ing place and the crowds begin to gather, It | 
was a solemn time; people confessed their | 
sins and prayed to God for forgiveness just as 
they do in revivals to-day; they poured out 
water on the ground perhaps to show that 
they were confessing everything, keeping | 
nothing back ; they fasted all day. Nothing 
takes the joy out of life like an unconfessed 
sin; it is a constant trouble, which is a good 
thing, for our Father wants to get it out of . 
our lives ; he stands so willing to forgive and 
to help us ask others’ forgiveness. Why did 
Israel want Samuel to pray for them? (d) 

4. Opposition to the Revival.—The Philis- 
tines, aroused by this gathering and feeling 
the attempt to throw off their yoke, come to 
battle against Israel, Satan always tries to 
make trouble for us when we determine to | 
belong entirely to the Lord. Discuss oppo- | 
sition to revivals to-day. What did Israel | 
do? (e) 

5. Victory and Conquest the Result of Revi- |: 
val.—When we belong tothe Lord the strength | 
of the enemy does not matter, the battle is | 
the Lord’s, not ours,—he undertakes for us, | 
Show how God gained the victory for Israel, | 
and israel, strong in her confidence in him, | 
reconquered the Philistine territory. What | 
memorial wassetup? Our business isto give 
God his place in our lives, follow his leading 
and let him fight our battles. (On map 
draw a stone, marked with an ‘‘E”’ in Ben- 
jamin.) (f) 








Next Week’s Lesson 
Home-Work for the Girls 
Review: 
Where was the Tabernacle located? 
Where did Samuel live? 


Read 1 Samuel -8-10. 
Golden Text, ‘1 Peter 2 : 17. 
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Who was the last of the judges ? 

Why did Israel want a king ? 

From what tribe was the new king taken? 
Name some of his good qualities. 
Memorize Numbers 24 : 17. 


Moopy CHuRCH, CHICAGO, 
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Pucker’s ‘“‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 


E GOT that new boy I told you about. 

We told him on Saturday we would 

stop for him Sunday morning, and 

so we did. He was sort of bashful about 

going, but we said, ‘*‘ Aw, come on,”’ and he 

came, His name is Howard Harris, and 

his father is the new agent at the Big Four 
depot, 

r. Mason, our teacher, began the lesson 
by showing a post-card picture, He held it 
away off, then nearer and nearer, to see who 
could make it out first. Pretty soon little 
Carl hollered that it was the soldiers’ mon- 
ument at the corner of the courthouse 
square, Then teacher made us tell what it 
was there for, and read us the inscription on 
the side of it where it says, ‘‘In grateful 
memory,’’ etc, He explained that to-day’s 
lesson was about another monument of a war 
long ago. Samuel set it up in grateful mem- 
ory of God, who gave them a wonderful 
victory, 

He asked what became of the ark after the 
Philistines’ captured it, and why the people 
left it at Kiriath-jearim instead of taking it 
back to Shiloh, 

Carl answered that he guessed they had 
lost faith in the ark and in God, and had 
gone off after idols again. 

Teacher said it would seem like it, and 
that often we think God has forsaken us 
when really we have forsaken him.. Toillus- 
trate that he lighted a candle and setit on our 
class table. Then he made ‘us all stand up 
around it... (a) 

** Which wouldbe easier,’’ he asked, ‘‘ for 
me to carry the candle around behind you, 
or for you to turn your back to the candle ?’’ 

He had us all turn around to see how easy 
it was. Then he declared that.if the candle 
was fastened to the table, and the table to 
the floor, it would be a better illustration, 
for God is immovable in his love. toward us, 
but we can easily turn our backs on him.. (b) 

Bumps went on and told how all this time 
the Philistines were masters of the Israel- 
ites and kept them down, and Fred an- 
swered his question about Samuel’s way of 
freeing the nation. He said Samuel called 
for a revival meeting, and preached: the Is- 
raelites a sermon about their sins, and how 
they ought to repent, 

‘*Was that a better way than taking the 
ark out to battle ?’? asked Mr. Mason, and 
Fred said it sure worked better this time. 

‘Tt always will,’’ teacher went on, ‘‘ be- 
cause God has all power, and to get right 
with him puts you in a fort stronger than 
Gibraltar. ‘The Lord is my fortress,’ said 
David. <A real revival meeting, like Billy 
Sunday’s, is more protection to a city than a 
hundred policemen, To teach the spirit of 
Christ from the Bible iw the schoolhouse is 
even more important than to teach the spirit 
of patriotism by a flag flying over it. When 
Congress votes down national prohibition 
and builds more battleships we are going 
back to trusting in the ark instead of getting 
right with God as Israel did.’’ (¢) 

Bert explained that the pouring out of 
water was a sign of repentance and of pour- 
ing out their hearts in prayer. (d) 

** Ves,’? says teacher, quick-like, ‘‘and 
the best sign of repentance that the United 
States can give will be to order all the liquor 
poured out, like they! did down in ‘West 
Virginia the other day.”” He just can’t get 
over it that Congress didn’t pass the ptchi- 
bition amendment, and that our representa- 
tive voted wet. (e) 

Bulldog Jones told how the Philistine 
army heard about the Israelite camp-meeting 
and came to break it up. But Samuel kept 
on praying, and just as the soldiers were 
ahout to charge on the people God sent an 
awful thunder storm. ‘The Philistines knew 
they were doing wrong, and so they were 
scared half to death. They thought God was 
shooting at them, and they just ran for their 
lives. But the Israelites wasn’t scared, be- 
cause they had repented of their sins and 
been forgiven. They was brave as lions, 


and just charged on those Philistines and 
licked them out of their beots. 
We passed around the lesson-picture in 
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the stereoscope.1 It was the very place 
where this lesson pened, Teacher said 
Samuel probably offered his sacrifice and 
prayed on top of the mountain, and when 
the Philistines started to climb up there the 
thunder came, aud the Israelites rushed 
down on them, 

Bumps asked if the big rock in the front 
of the picture was the monument Samuel set 
up. ‘Teacher said no, but it was probably 
like that, just a great rough stone, set on 
end. 

My question came last about great Amer- 
ican leaders who had — for victory. Of 
course I told about Washington at ‘alley 
Forge, and Lincoln praying before the battle 
of Gettysburg, and teacher said we must re- 
member that in our private battles with 
temptation the way to victory lies through 
consecration and prayer, (f) 

He had Fred draw on the board a pair of 
hands folded in prayer. Over at the other 
side Bert drew a sword. Under them teacher 
wrote, * Prayer is Mightier than the Sword,”’ 
He said this is true literally, and true when 
applied to the sword of Satan’s temptations ; 
that no temptation can make us sin if we 
pray to God and let him defend us. (g) 


Questions for next time are : 

Why did Israel want a king? 

What do you know about Saul ? 

Why did Saul seek Samuel ? 

Why did Saul call Samuel a seer ? 

What did the anointing stand for ? 

How did God prepare Saul for his office ? 

How was God’s How ratified by the peo- 
ple? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
L Beginning. 
Let the picture of some modern monument 


introduce the story’of Samuel's stone of 
witness. 


th Points. 


1. We think God has forsaken us when we 
have forsaken him. 
2. ‘To get right with God is the most im- 
portant step'in national safety. 
| 3 Prayer is a mighty weapon against man 
t or Satan. 


MH. Ulustrations. 


Picture of some monument. 
Stereograph of Mizpah to-day. 
+ Object lesson—Turning back on candle. 
Stories—Washington and Lincoln praying. 
t Blackboard—Praying hands and a sword. 


LU. Questions. 


* What monument is this a picture of? Pic- 

ture, 

What is it for ? 

. How does it suggest something in our les- 

son ? 

What became of the ark? 

Why did not the Israelites take it back to 
Shiloh? Candle. 

Who were oppressing Israel at this time ? 

What was Samuel's way of freeing the na- 
tion? 

Why was it a better way than taking the 
ark to battle ? 

In what way is the same principle true to- 
day? 

What did pouring out water mean’? 

In what way could our nation show repent- 
ance ? 

Describe the battle. Picture. 

What American leaders prayed for victory? 
Stories. 

Of what value is prayer to us? Black- 
board. 


t See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page ro2 in 
this issue. 


Terre Haute, IND. 





For Family Worship 


By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








E ARE all liable to get into a certain 
rut in the conduct of family worship, 
or in any regular spiritual habit in 

life. I was never more conscious of this 
than recently, when I asked a friend who 
was with us to offer the prayer at family 
worship. His prayer was so unlike that to 
which we had been accustomed, and so ex- 
actly revealed the personality of the mar. 
He simply talked with God as though he was 
putting his real desire in the simple phrases 
of his own ordinary life, and all with such a 
devotional and intensely earnest spirit. 
There was something so fresh, so invigor- 
ating, and so controlling in all that he said. 
He did not pray for the children by name, 
but prayed for each one in such a way that 
we knew exactly to whom he referred. Ile 
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referred to the little child, three years of 
age, with whom we had just sung one of the 
little Sunday-school hymns which she knew, 
and in his prayer, he said, ‘‘ Oh, God, give 

to us this same child-like spirit, just as “he 


child who has sung these words, which she 


dees not understand, but so thoroughly en- 


joys. Help us to give to thee this same 


spirit of joyful and earnest devotion, and if 
we do not understand all thy dealings with 
us, or all that thou sayest to us.’’ 


in all that he said, and it lifted us out of the 
—— 





-and- over 


is “e° ‘are giving 
There was such a remarkable naturalness 








realm of the ordinary, and away from our- |, 


selves, into the realm of God and in touch 
with him. How Soadestal it is to be able 
to lead others to God. by the natural expres- 
sion of our own lives, and the words which 
come from. our very hearts! It taught me 
the lesson that so constantly we repeat over 
in the words and thoughts 
— haye become habitual to us, Ps can- 
ay as we. ought to unless con- 
: oie to dod the freshness 
and vigor of our lives, pan this must be done 
in secret if we are to give it to others, 
——E=__= 





If you want to get the ear of the Christian people of this 
country get 


The 


Far 


of the Ministers 


The Sunday School Times is grateful for assurances that 
it already has the ear of the ministers. 

The needs of the minister are constantly in mind as edi- 
torial plans for the paper are made. 

A Special Ministers’ -Number of The Sunday School ‘Times 
will be published next week, February 20. 


Daring to be Soldiers in a Warring World 
The minister who is counted by many the leader of the 
pulpit of our land to-day, Dr. John Henry Jowett of 
New York City, in this Ministers’ Number will speak an 
extraordinary war-message to the American public, 


.What Can the Minist 


ont 


Layman Learn from Billy’ Sunday? 
What have ministers:to learn from that fiery, fighting 
general of the evangelistic field,—the Rev. William A. 
Sunday, D.D.? The Editor of ‘Fhe Sunday School Times 
will:seek to show ministers, churches, and Christian laymen 
what is the great meaning. of Billy Sunday’s. work and 


methods to ¢hem as Christian workers. 


Their work and 


its results can be revohtionized, if need be, by an intelli- 
gent study of Sunday’s power. 


Paragraphic Pointers for Efficient. Pastors 
A symposium of practical methods of work that show defi- . 
nitely ‘* how to get there,’’ will telt how pastors have used 
twentieth century efficiency devices in their work. 


How Gain a Masterful Familiarity 

with Bible History and Geography 
Is a question that ministers—and other Christian workers 
too—would like to have answered ina simple, -practical 
way. That is the way the question will be handled by a . 
scholar who Aas the masterful familiarity. 


Why a Josephus? 


What books did the old Jewish historian write? Why 


should a Bible student be familiar with them ? 


A brief 


review of Josephus will be included in this issue. And 
new books of special value to ministers and church workers 


will be reviewed. 


Preaching as the Layman Sees It 


An announcement about the George: Wharton: Pepper lec- 
tures to be delivered at Yale under the famous Lyman 
Beecher Lectureship will be made in this number. The 
Sunday School Times has a simple-plan to suggest: by which 
ministers may secure the heart of these lectures at-small 


cost. 


Should you like your own pastor or other friends to see a copy.of 





this special number and the announcements that it «will contain, 





send the names and addrésses,. and special: copies will gladly be 





sent. Specify the issue of Febraary 20: 
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We may be just-as.near God in our own 
hearts without conveying to others the same 
vigor of thought and the same purpose which 
we might convey if. we had been alone with 
him, and had-seen the same truths from dif: 
ferent angles. Family worship-must not be- 
come monotonous, but must--be new and 
strong and uplifting, with varied truths and 
varied associations. Our children must feel 


that it is a joy and a blessing to us, or sise it. 


cannot be a blessing to them. 





February 22 to 28 
Mon:—1 Sam. 7 : 3-17. 
Samuel, the Leader. 


God. always- honors those. wha honor him... 


Samuel said unto the people, .‘* If. “a do. re- 
turn unto ate with ail 3 your heart, 

he will deliver you out of the hand of the 
Philistines’? If we are on God’s side; vic- 
tory is sure. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for those who 
are keeping the morning watch, and that 
more may be added to the number; that the 
blessings received in daily communion with 
God may flow out in abundant measure to 
others. 


Tues.—1 Sam. 5: 1-12. Terror in Philistia. 

Notice the difference in the attitude of the 
Philistines at the beginning and the end of 
this incident. Jubilant with victory, they 
bring the ark to Ashdod, ‘Their joy was 
short-lived. They had not sinned in ignor- 
ance (I Sam. 4: 7), and their sin had found 
them out. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for all those 
who have lately confessed Christ before men; 
that their knowledge of him may be in- 
creased through the study of his Word; 
that they may become thoroughly equipped 
for his service. 

Wed.—1 Sam. 6:7-16. Return of the Ark. 

The influence of the Jewish people on the 
surrounding nations is shown in the fact that 
the diviners of the Philistines knew the law 
of the trespass. offering. Shall our observ- 
ance of the laws of our God. be less visible 
to those who watch us? 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for those in 
this country whd have friends and relatives 
in the armies now engaged in war, that they 
may bé upheld and strengthened. | Pray 
that permanént peace may speedily come. — 


Thurs.—1 Sam. 12: 1-12, Samuel's. Farewell. 

A clear conscience is a wonderful: thing. 
To see a man able to stand before a nation 
and say, ‘* Examine my life,’’ as Samuet did, 
inspires us. Samuel used the .moment to 


turn the hearts of the people toward God,. 
who-had given him the power to live-right-. 


eously, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Prav for all pris- 
oners, for those who have authority over 
them, and for all organisations at work 
among them, 

Fri.—1 Sam. 12 : 13-25. 
Exhortation to Faithfulness. 
Perseverance is a much-needed virtue. 


Under=the inspiration of+the moment,’ and, 
under the spell of Samuel’s voice, the people | 
were ready to say, “* We have sinned.’’ But: 


Samuel knew that they needed to continue 
faithful. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the power 
to be fatthful in the small things as weél-as 
in the great; for the willingness to sacrifice 
desires and pleasures in order to be true to 
the best we know. 

Ont—tiee 123 and 124. 
and Deliverance. 

the © trust is real which can hold on to 
God in the face of overwhelming difficulties. 
** Though he slay me, yet will I trust in 
him.’’ Such trust brings a response from 
God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for those who 
serve us in our civic life; the policemen, 


firemen, letter-carriers, motormen and car- 


conductors, telephone and telegraph opera- 
tors,—all those whose personalities we some- 
times lose sight of in their work. 


Sun.—Psalm 116. Thanksgiving for Deliverance. 
Nothing so strengthens our: trust-in God 
as ‘counting our blessings.’’ The Psalms 


were used by the people of Israel not only in. 


public worship, but in private devotion.. A 
systematic use of this wonderful portion of 
God’s Word brings a peculiar blessing. 
PRAYER Succestions: Pray that all 
Christians may honor and appreciate God's 


day ; that those who proclaim the truth may ° 
be fearless, and that the Word read mny be - 


blessed to those who ‘hear. 





——— 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 28 (1 Sam. 7 : 3-17) 


“For Men Only” 
(Continued from page 99) 


wonder why they ever believed the saloon- 
lies of the father of lies. 

The claim that more liquor is being con- 
sumed to-day than ever before is one of the 
claims that trouble many temperance people. 
Billy Sunday brought this claim into the 
open and met it with a printed report that 
was given to him by a government official. 
The figures given were by the United States 
government. ‘fhe whole tabernacle smiled 
with Billy as he told them confidentially that 
he had fiends on the inside who kept him 
posted on the real facts, He chuckled with 
pleasure as he held the sheet in his hand, 
and as the laughter quieted down he hurled 
these figures at the audience. For the gov- 
ernment year ending 1914 the amount of 
whiskey that was consumed in the United 
States was 10,741,738 gallons less than was 
consumed in the year ending June, 1913! 

‘The first heavy artillery of Billy Sunday’s 
war against booze in Philadelphia was fired 
on that Sabbath day. Men who were at 
these meetings, and for the first time heard 
this man whom the liquor men hate above all 
others, are still talking about the great expe- 
rience, and are not wondering why the 
liquor crowd count this preacher their great- 
est enemy. This mar’s preacher, who 
loves the souls of men and wants to win them, 
recognizes in the saloon the chief obstacle 


. that separates many men from Christ. He 


is therefore its sworn, eternal enemy; he 
asks no quarter and he gives none. 

So eager are the men of Philadelphia to 
hear this manly prephet of Christ that for 
the first time in the many years of his 
evangelistic work he has started a meeting 
for **men only’’ en one evening of each 
week, ‘The first of these meetings was on 
February 4, and hardly another man could 
have been squeezed into the tabernacle 
within sight of the preacher when he began 
his sermon, He had seldom had such diffir 
culty and uncertainty in choosing the ser- 
mon’ that he thought would help the men 
most, Sunday said, but he announced that 
the Lord had finally guided him to preach to 
these. men on the ‘‘Second Coming of 
Christ.”’ % 

As-he plunged into.this sermon there were 
perhaps many asking whether a more direct 
evangelistic appeal might not have been 
better for those men. But he had not gone 
far ‘before it became evident that there could 
be few more powerful appeals than present- 
ing the truth about Christ’s Coming, 

What America’s twentieth century evan- 
gelist believes about Christ’s Coming is a 
subject that needs more attention than can 
be given in this sketch of the men’s taber- 
nacle meetings. But we may be well assured 
that Billy Sunday’s understanding of what 
the Bible teaches concerning the Second 
Coming, his understanding of what Peter 
and James and John and Paul believed about 


it, is not far different from the belief that | 


D. L. Moody had, or Hudson Taylor, or the 
Wesleys, or a score of the great evangelists of 
the past. Nor far different from that of J. 
Wilbur Chapman, or Biederwolf, or Stough, or 
Mel Trotter, or hosts of the leading evangel- 
ists of to-day. As Sunday said in his ser- 
mon, through all the ages of the church God 
bas honored the testimony of the men who 
have proclaimed the truth about the need of 
Christ’s Coming before the millennium can 
be set up on the earth. 

And God honored the testimony in that 
men’s meeting. Two hundred, and three 
hundred, night by night were coming up the 
sawdust trail to take their stand for Christ. 
On this Thursday night, four hundred and 
fifty-two men took the evangelist’s hand to 
assure him that they wanted to be counted 
part of the body of Christ to inherit the glo- 
rious things that were coming to believers 
when Christ himself returned to earth again 
personally to assume control and usher in 
the Kingdom. 

It is not to be wondered that Billy Sunday 
has been called a man’s preacher. But he 
bas also been called the children’s preacher. 
One pastor in announcing the special chil- 
dren’s meeting on Saturday afternoon said 
that Mr. Sunday was at his best when speak- 
ing to children. And on that Saturday after- 
hoon, when he did speak to the school chil- 
@ren, 2,700 signed cards expressing their 
desire to take a definite stand for Christ. 
And when Billy sunday preaches his sermon 
to women the crowds that clamor and fight 
to ge inside the tabernacle exceed anything 
else of the kind that happens during the 
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campaign, Mrs. Sunday, in announcing to 
the ministers when the ‘sermon to women 
only would be preached, said to them, ‘* And 
you may be glad that you are men, so that 
you won’t need to be in that crowd.”’ 

But when all is said, Billy Sunday is most 
Billy Sunday when he is facing ‘* men only.’’ 
They understand him, and he understands 
them. It is not an accident that the * trail- 
hitters’? for those five meetings ‘for men 
only,’’—four on the two Sundays and one 
on Thursday night,—numbered 2,848. 

PHILADELPHIA, 





[ Children at Home 





Sweet-Tooth Ted 
By Nancy Byrd Turner 


HEY called Ted ‘‘Sweet-Tooth’”’ be- 
cause he Joved candy so. Ted won- 
dered why it was not ‘‘ Sweet-Teeth’’ 

instead, since every little white grinder in 
his head longed so hard always for goodies. 
They had to keep on longing, most of the 
time, for Grandmother Marsh, with whom 
Ted lived, was poor,-and pennies for candy 
were few and far between, 

‘*Bread’s wiser -than sugar-plums,’’ she 
would say, shaking her head, and Ted 
would shake his too, and sigh, ‘* But sugar- 
plums are sweeter,”’ 

He was determined to buy out Mr. Cole, 
the merchant, as soon as he was grown, but 
that time was far off, and meantime the sweet 
tooth stayed very sweet indeed, 

But one morning he stood by the candy 
counter at Cole’s, a from ear to ear, 
for his hand clutched a hot, moist penny, 
earned by running an errand for the doctor, 
**quick as a wink.’’ The show-case was 
shallow and well filled, and through its 
crystal glass the candies looked to Ted like 
bright, many-colored blossoms in a flower- 
pit, only much more tempting, he thought, 
staring hard and trying to make up his mind 
which his penny should go for. 
| But deciding was no easy job. “Chocolate 
drops and cocoanut bars, peppermint balls 
and lemon’ sticks with many other kinds were 
ranged in the front row, while to the rear 
brown caramels and sugared: dates, marsh- 
mallows and almond-creams fairly cried out 
to be bought and eaten. Then there were 
‘‘all-day ’’ suckers, You-could begin one of 
those at—say, ten A. M.—and have a big 
piece left to go to bed with at night. This 
meant a great deal, of course. Ted felt the 
perspiration coming out-+on his forehead in 
beads, so hard was his mind trying to make 
itself up. 

Just then he heard somebody breathing 
hard at his elbow, and looked around. 
A little boy stood. there,—a boy much 
younger than himself, shabby andsmall. He 
was gazing into the candy-case with mouth 
and eyes wide open, but there was no penny 
in his hands, for they were both spread out 
flat and grimy on the glass, every finger 
twitching with eagerness, 

**Ma!”’ hecalled suddenly, “* Oh, ma, get 
me some candy !’”’ 

Nobody answered, and presently he lifted 
up his voice again. ‘*I—want—candy!”’ 
he cried, and his cry was half a wail and ha f 
a howl. 

‘* Well, you can’t have it,’’ another voice 
answered from across the store. ‘* Now 
stop your crying, Jimmie. You know ma 
would give it to you if she could, but sshe 
can’t, So hush !’’ 

Ted looked at the woman. Her face was 
not hard or harsh, like her words, but he saw 
that there was_no hope for Jimmie. ‘*‘ She 
thinks bread is wiser,’’ he said to himself. 

“Candy!”? Jimmie wailed again,—but 
this time not very loud, for his head had 
dropped forward on the showcase, and 
snuffles choked him. 

‘*] will get an all-day sucker and go,’ 
Ted said to himself, hurriedly. But the 
clerks were busy, and he had to wait. 

He was very uncomfortable. Jimmie was 
crying hard in a stifled way. His tears ran 
along the crystal, blurring it so that in some 
spets the beautiful candies were lost to view. 

**Tf I could chip off a piece of the, all-day 
sucker,’”’? was ‘'ed’s thought, ‘‘ I’d give him 
a taste.’? -But then, there would be nothing 
to chip with. 

At that moment a clerk came_ by, and he 
held up his penny. \.** Am all-day sucker, 

( Continued on next page) 
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But never has science so 

endorsed it as to-day. 
Modern mothers know 

that needs oats, yet 


few homes serve enough 
of them. 


In Quaker Oats our ob- 
ject is to make this food in- 
iting. Children should eat 
an abundance. It should 
become for all one’s life 
So we pick out for 
Quaker just the big, 
plump grains. All puny, 
starved grains are rejected. 








as large as the 10-cent size. 
per cent more for your money. See how long it lasts. 


top speed half a day. 
source of. spirit, vitality and power. 

Millions of children, all the world over, start the day's activity on 
Quaker. They find-joy in the eating and joy in the effects. Millions 
of others miss it, because mothers don’t realize how much oat food 


Or what it means to serve this luscious form. 


We are trying to win those mothers. 


Quaker Oats 
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Mothers have for ages known the value of A bushel of choice oats yields but ten 
the oat. Its spirit-giving power is proverbial. pounds fit for this dainty dish. 
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It acts on brains and nerves and muscles. 








Quaker 


Cooker 


We have made to our or- 
der—from pure Aluminum 
—a perfect Double Boiler. 
It is extra large and heavy. 
We supply it to users of 
Quaker Oats, for cooking 
these flakes in the ideal way. 
It insures the fullness of 
food value and flavor. See 
our offer in each package. 
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We treat them by dry 
heat, then steam heat, then 
roll them into big, white 
flakes. Thus we get this 
flavor and aroma. 
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ats, 

love for it grows with the 

years. That's why this 

grade is important. And 

it costs no extra price. 

You can get it every 
time, anywhere, by asking 
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WHAT CAUSES COLDS? 


This question and “How to Prevent 
Colds” asked a thousand times 
every day. A cold is really a fever, 
not always caused by the weather but 
due to a disordered condition of the 
blood or lack of important food- 
elements. In changing seasons fat- 
‘foods are essential because they dis- 
tribute heat by enriching the blood 
and so render the body better able 
to withstand the ing elements. 

This is the un ng reason why 
the medicinal fats in Scott’s Emulsion 
quickly overcome colds and _ build 
strength to prevent more serious sick- 
ness. It contains nature’s medicinal 
en jy ae 
blood fits from ‘ 
free from harmful drugs or alcohol. 

14-57 Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 








=—" 





scriber to The Sunday School 
trial of the - paper. 


1031 Walnut Street - - 





and ever increasingly coming 
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EXHIBIT *C? 

We ‘shall exhibit in our columns, from. time to time, 

facsimiles of commendatory letters. that are constantly 


i to-us from our subscribers. 
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If this paper falls into your hands and you are not yet a sub- 
Times, ask us’ for a three weeks’ free 


If you are already a subscriber won't you send us the names 
of friends, at home or at a distance, who you think would appreciate 
a three weeks’ free trial of The Sunday School’ Times. ; 

Who can foresee the blessing that such an: act on your part 
j =may prove to be to your life or their life ? 
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Children at Home 
( Continued from preceding page) 


ease,’’ he said, and the man opened the 

k of the case and reached in. Jimmie 

lifted his head, then he laughed aloud, point- 
ing with one glad, pudgy finger. 

**The square white ones,” he cried, joy- 
fully. ‘*Them’s the ones I want!” 

Ted saw in a flash that the boy had made 
an awful mistake: he thought that the clerk 
was getting candy for him. His face was 
red with happiness. 

Ted could not stand it. ‘* Please,’’ he 
told the clerk, suddenly, ‘‘ I’ve changed my 
mind; I’ll take marshmallows instead.”’ 

When the tiny was handed him, he 
opened it quickly to share the contents with 
Jimmie. But there was not time to divide, 
for Jimmie’s mother, not understanding, had 
the little boy by the elbow and was pulling 
him along with her as she left the store. 

** Here, take it!’? Teddy said, and held 
out the bag. The little boy grabbed it as a 
dog grabs a bone, and, as he was whisked 
away, stuffed all the candy into his mouth at 
once. Ted put his empty hands into his 
empty pockets and watched them go. 

As they passed through the door, Jimmie 
turned and smiled widely at Ted. He looked 
very peculiar, yet very happy. Tear-stained 
nose, brow and chin were smudged thickly 
with white marshmallow flour, and on both 
sides his cheeks, stuffed with candy, bulged 
like a squirrel’s full of nuts. 

Mr. Cole came down the store toward 
Ted. ‘*Wanta job, old man?” he said. 
‘*Here, take this rag and polish off my 
showcase where that chap cried it all up, 
and you may have one piece of candy out of 
every dish in there.’’ 

For ten minutes Teddy scrubbed and 


‘scoured until the glass was like a mirror again. 


The candy in the dishes seemed to wink at him 
lovingly as he worked ; but somehow it was 
not the candy that he saw most plainly, nor 
his own reflection in the clear glass, —but the 
happy, happy face of Jimmie, with flour on 
his nose, and cheeks packed with marsh- 
mallows like a squirrel’s with nuts. 
MADISON, VA. 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s 
Personal Letters 











Selections from some of the choicest of Dr. 
Miller’s letters on soul problems will be 
continued in the Times during 
the early weeks of 1915 


48. Was Her Boy Saved? 


T IS natural fora mother to be anxious 
| about her son in sucha case as you de- 
scribe. But there are many things that 
should be carefully considered. College 
life is different altogether from the quiet, 
sheltered home life in which most of our boys 
are reared. Indeed, very few boys begin to 
think on religious matters for themselves 
while they stay in their own homes. They 
have been brought up from infancy and 
through childhood and youth to believe cer- 
tain things, to accept certain doctrines, —not 
because they have reasoned these questions 
out for themselves, but because they have 
been taught them by their parents and in the 
church which they have attended. 

Almost always, however, when boys go 
away from home and are placed if new con- 
ditions, amid new circumstances and influ- 
ences, the first effect is apt to be a sort of 
breaking up of the old beliefs, They begin 
to think for themselves. They hear all kinds 


of expressions and opinions upon religious’ 


subjects. ‘They meet those who profess to 
be skeptical concerning the great teachings 
of Christianity, They find others who in- 
tellectually hold to the old teachings, but 
whose lives are not in accordance with their 
beliefs. The whole atmosphere is changed. 
A new set’ of influences at once bégins to 
work upon them. Itis not surprising, there- 
fore, that a great many college students have 
a time, at least, of doubt and uncertainty, 
passing through various phases of intellectual 
uncertainty. 

But this breaking up of the old conditions, 
this apparent drifting away from the old 
moorings, does not at all prove that the 
young men have gone away in any real 
sense, morally or spiritually. I have been 
a great deal among students. I have had 
two sons leave home and attend college. I 
have conversed with hundreds and hundreds 
of young men and have been in correspon- 
dence with many more in this period of life. 
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I never have a great deal of anxiety, there- 
fore, concerning the changes which take 
ap Indeed, it is better that there should 

a change—that is, it is better that a 
young man should not take his religion 
merely from his mother or his father or sis- 
ter, but should examine and find the founda- 
tions for himself. Np man is ever a strong, 
earnest, or very useful Christian who has not 
fought over the ground for himself. 

Ido not know what the particular ex- 
perience of Mrs, X——’s son in this respect 
was, but I suspect that it was that of nearly 
all students 28 attend Princeton or Yale, 
or any other good college. I would not 
have one moment’s anxiety, therefore, con- 
cerning his spiritual state, especially, as you 
say, he did not drift away into immorality, 
He was thinking for himself, and I believe 
almost certainly that he stayed close to 
Christ. After all, this is the vital thing. . If 
you will read the New Testament very care- 
fully, you will find that our Master called all 
his disciples to become personally attached to 
him, to believe on him, to obey him, to fol- 
low him, to cling to him, whatever the ex- 
periences might be. This was the one es- 
sential qualification for a disciple, . 

You say that young X seemed to lose 
interest in the activities of religious life. 
Remember that a college church is different 
altogether from a home church, There is 
not the same opportunity for active partici- 
pation in religious affairs. 
very busy if-they are diligent and faithful, 
and have little time for meetings and special 
religious work. Besides, there is but small 
opportunity for such activity. Iam not sur- 
prised, therefore, that this young man seemed 
not to have had the same earnestness that he 
had when at home. Everything was differ- 
ent. All the influences were against it. 
Now and then a student does manifest a 
special religious zeal through all his college 
course, but there are very few of these 
indeed in any institution, especially in such 
universities as Princeton, 

I have gone over this ground from the 
college student’s standpoint to help you to 
understand that the course of young X 
was not by any means an exceptional one, and 
did not by any means indicate that he drifted 
away from Christ. If he had gone into an 
evil life; neglecting. his duties and wasting 
his substance and. his time and everything 
he had in evil, then there would have been 
a serious reason for anxiety. But if his life 
were true and pure and faithful, even if he 
did not maintain the activities of his home 
life in his college days, I think there is no 
reason to fear. 

Besides, the mother must not lose her 
confidence in her God. She gave her boy 
to him in infancy and brought him up for 
God, Every day, I am sure, she held him 
up in her hands before God in prayer. God 
is a covenant-keeping God, and does not 
forget his promises, While her boy was 
away from the mother’s influence, God was 
taking care of him, keeping him daily in the 
secret place of ‘the Most High, under the 
shadow of the wings of Jehovah. Let her 
not doubt God’s faithfulness in the. matter. 

Then let her remember also that the mercy 
of God is infinite. He is very patient with 
our weaknesses, our infirmities, our faults 
and failures. 

Let her remember also that many a boy 
at home, who is kept under the influence of 
the home life and the church life and seems 
to be everything that.is good, is not as good 
in his secret life as people imagine him to be. 
College is not the only place where men 
drift away from Christ. Many drift away in 
heart and in secret life even when they seem 
to be keeping in association with sacred 
things. 

Let the mother put her trust in God, 
therefore, and not be afraid. Christ loved 
her‘son far more than she loved him. He 
died for him, and having died for him he 
did not‘let him drift away. -Remember the 
parable of the good shepherd who goes after 
the one wandering sheep until he finds it. 
Remember the assurance that Christ loves 
unto the uttermost. 

I believe that this’ precious boy who is so 
dear to his mother’s heart and about whom 
she is now anxious is with Christ to-day, 
living and serving near the throne, called 
Home early that he might begin a new and a 
better service in Christ’s own very presence, 
Possibly the reason he was called home may 
have been because heaven is a safer place 
for him than this earth could have been amid 
the temptations and the trials which he was 
called to meet. 
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LESSON FOR FEB, 28 (x Sam. 7 : 3-17) 





A Call to Universal 
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Prayer for Students } 





A day of prayer that may count for miracle results in a world at war ) 


HOUSANDS of Chinese students enrol- 
ing as inquirers after Christ in the 
movement that Dr. Beach tells about 

in the Missionary Watch Tower on page 96, 
is but one phase of the vast Christian move- 
ment for students that circles the globe. 
What the students are doing in this day of 
war is one of the supreme questions for 
Christian leaders. It is in recognition of 
this that the student leaders have issued the 
call for the universal day of prayer for the 
students of the world. 

In sending out this call to prayer to the 
North American students on behalf of the 
Student Department of the Y. M. C, A., 
john R. Mott and Charles D. Hurrey sug- 
gest the anes place that such a day of 
prayer might have in the present world- 
situation : 

‘* The present world situation constitutes 
the most powerful call to prayer ever ex- 
tended to North American students. It isa 
time for penitence and true searching of 
heart to discover wherein we may be respon- 
sible for unbrotherly relations, such as have 
involved our fellow-students of Europe in the 
testing and temptations of war. A majority 
of the students in the belligerent nations 
have enlisted; thousands have been slain 
and wounded. But when all International 
fellowships seemed to be breaking, the lead- 
ers and members of our Christian Federation 
were held together by the bonds of prayer. 

‘*Shall we not, therefore, pray in confi- 
dence that the self-sacrificing devotion of 
European students to their country may in- 
spire the students of North America with 
more intense devotion to Christ’s’ greater 
work of reconstruction ?’’ 


The remainder of this article gives, with a 
few omissions, the call for the observance of 
the Universal Day of Prayer for Students, 
issued by the World’s Christian Student 
Federation. 


EVER in the history of universities and 
colleges has there been such need for 
united intercession on the part of the 

Christian students and of all other Chris- 
tians who recognize the boundless spiritual 
possibilities of these centers of learning, as 
in this fateful moment in the life of the 
world, With a deeper sense of responsibil- 
ity than ever, therefore, the officers of the 
World’s Student Christian Federation call 
upon Christians of every name and of every 
nation, particularly upon those who are 
members of universities, colleges, and higher 
schools to observe Sunday, February 28, 
1915, as a Universal Day of Prayer for Stu- 
dents. ... 

In the vast and transcendently important 
work of repair and reconstruction, the Chris- 
tian Student Movements of the world, with 
their branches in 2,500 different universities 
and colleges in over forty nations (including 
all the nations now at war) and their com- 
bined membership of over 155,000 students 
and professors, are destined to have a sig- 
nificant part... . 

Even in the midst of the present struggle 
the student field presents an alsolutely 
unique opportunity for fixing attention upon 
Christ. This is true not only of the depleted 
numbers in the belligerent countries, but 
also of the bodies of students in all neutral 
nations, Never have the students of the en- 
tire world manifested such a serious interest 
in religion as they do to-day. Never have 
their minds been occupied with so many un- 
answered questions— questions involving 
issues of life and death. Never have they 
been more willing to respond to religious 
reality. Never, therefore, has there been 
such a time to exalt in all these centers of 
light and privilege and leadership, Jesus 
Christ the Lord, who only can meet all the 
needs of the human heart and of the human 
race. Atatime when the foundations are 
heaving, and everything seems to be slip- 
ping, it is supremely important to hold be- 
fore men the central and abiding Fact— 
** Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to- 
day, and for ever.’’ 

On behalf of the General Committee of 
the World’s Student Christian Federation, 


KARL F Rigs, Chairman. 
Joun R, Mott, General Secretary. 


Grounds for Thanksgiving 


Let us thank God for the continued notable 
ingatherings among the students of China. A 
year ago the number of conversions and bap- 
tisms reported was far in advance of anything 
experienced in all the history of that country ; 
but during the past few months results have 
been secured even transcending what was ac- 
complished during the preceding year. In each 
of the first seven cities recently visited by Mr. 
Eddy there were over one thousand inquirers. 


For great encouragements attending work on 
behalf of students in Latin Europe and Latin 
America—in particular, the significant Confer- 
ence of the Italian Student Federation held at 
i wea the wonderful hearing given to Mr. 
Wilder in the universities of Portugal, the spir- 
itual power and the valuable constructive work 
of the first. South American Continental Con- 
vention, and the remarkable response to the 
evangelistic appeals made at the Latin Ameri- 
can Conferences at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, 
and at Northfield. 


For the recent marked increase in the num- 
ber of Student Volunteers both in Great Britain 
and in North America. 


For important developments in Southeastern 
Europe—especially the successful launching of 
the work of the Commission appointed to study 
the student field of the Austro-Hungarian mon- 
archy, the helpful conferences held at Ligotka, 
the setting apart of new secretaries for Austria 
and the inspiring visit of Professor Allier to the 
Balkans. 


For the Negro Student Christian Convention 
at Atlanta because of the light it shed on the 
solution of the race problem, and because of 
what it did to place a burden of responsibility 
upon the Christian Negro students of the South 
for improving the conditions of their own peo- 
ple and also for promoting the evangelization 
of Africa. 


For the effective manner in which the Student 
Movements in the countries now at war are 
seeking to safeguard the spiritual interests of 
their work and to be of help to their members 
who have gone to the front. 


Objects for Intercession 


Let us pray that in every country special 
efforts may be put forth to improve the present 





Sense About Food 
Facts Worth Knowing 


It is a serious question sometimes to 
know just what to eat when a person’s 
stomach is out of order and most foods 
cause trouble. 

Grape-Nuts food can be taken at any 
time with the certainty that it will digest. 
Actual experience of people is valuable 
to anyone interested. 

A Terre Haute woman writes: ‘‘I had 
suffered with indigestion for about four 
years, ever since an attack of typhoid 
ever, and at times could eat nothing 
but the very lightest food,and then suffer 
so with my stomach I would wish I had 
never had to eat anything. 

‘*I was urged to try Grape-Nuts and 

since using it I do not have to starve 
myself any more, but I can eat it at any 
time and feel nourished and satisfied, 
dyspepsia is a thing of the past.and I am 
now strong and well. 
‘* My husband also had an experience 
with Grape-Nuts. He was very weak 
and sickly one spring, and could not 
attend to his work. He was put under 
the doctor’s care but medicine did not 
seem to do him any good until he began 
to leave off ordinary food and use Grape- 
Nuts. It was surprising to see the 
change in him. He grew better right 
off, and naturally he has none but words 
of praise for ae eee 

** Our boy thinks he cannot eat a meal 
without Grape-Nuts, and he learns so 
fast at school that his teacher comments 
on it. I am satisfied that it is because of 
the great nourishing elements in Grape- 
Nuts.” 

This mother is right. Grape-Nuts food 
is a certain and remarkable rebuilder 
of body, nerves and brain. 

** There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. The 
are genuine, true, and full of human 





interest. 


wonderful opportunity—the like of which has 
never been known—to set before students the 
claims of Jesus Christ. ~ 


That the officers and other workers of the 
Student Movements in the countries now at 
war, at this time when so many of their col- 
leagues and members are at the front, may be 
given special wisdom and power to meet added 
responsibilities. 


That the members of the various movements 
who are now in the different armies may pre- 
serve a right relation to God and be centers of 
influence for Christ. 


That the members of the movements in all 
the neutral countries may seek to enter into 
fellowship with the sufferings of Christ, and to 
be of any help in their power—by intercession, 
by penitence, by sacrifice, by ogy Ny ern 
burdens, by upholding the ideals of the Federa- 
tion, by being true mediators and peacemakers 
—to their brothers in the lands at war. 


That the bonds which unite all who are in 
Christ in the World's Student Christian Fed- 
eration may continue unbroken, so that when 
the war is over they may be in a position to 
carry forward the common work. 


That the one All-Wise and Holy God may 
grant us just and durable peace, and that he 
may so order and dispose the issues of this war 
as to transcend the evil with good and unite the 
nations of the world in a firmer feilowship for 
the welfare of mankind. 


That among all peoples an increasing num- 
ber of earnest souls may meet face to face with 
God, to fulfil persistently the exacting condi- 
tions of effective prayer, and that so their 
daring faith may prevent otherwise devastat- 
ing failure and bring the transforming gospel 
to all nations. 
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The How Book 


How 
To reach Men 
To hold Men 
To teach Men 

It has been done 


All who are interested in adult 
Sunday-school work should read this 
book. It is the outgrowth of more 
than twenty-five years of successful 
work for and among men, and sets 
forth the methods which have proved 
so successful in getting men to study 
the Bible in the Baraca Classes,. The 
book abounds with incidents taken 
from the life of this merchant who 
sold his three stores one atter the 
other so that he might devote his time 
to winning men to Bible study and 
faith in Jesus Christ. The ‘* Baraca” 
classes now number over one million 
members. , 


50 cents Postpaid 
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Order through your Bookseller, or direct from the Publishers, 


(Two Books for Organized 
Adult Bible Classes 


By Marshall A. Hudson 


Founder of a World-Wide Movement for Men and Women 





The Philathea 
Bible Class 


The Story of a 
Movement for Women 


What it Means 
How it Works 

The Secret Service 
The Constitution 
The Teacher 


There is also a chapter on the 
Adult Bible Class Teacher by Hen- 
rietta Heron, Vice-President of the 
World --wide Baraca and Philathea 
Union, and Editor of the ‘* Adult 
Bible Class Monthly Teacher.” The 
‘*Philathea” classes now number 
over five hundred thousand members. 

Every leader of organized work 
among young women will want to 
Own a copy of this book. 


§0 cents Postpaid 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting © 
By Robert E. . Speer 











Sunday, February 28, 1915 
What Will Improve Our Prayer Meet- 
ings? (rt Cor. 14: 1-12, 26.) Led by 
the ptayer-meeting committee. 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.— Mote prayer (Luke 18 : 1-8). 
‘TUES.—More consecration ( Phil. 3 2 7-14). 
WED.— More fellowship ( Mal. 2: 16-18). 
THURS. a ty co-operation (Neh, 4 ;: 12- 


Fri. Be faith (Jas. 1 : 1-8). 
SaT.—More service (Jas. 1 : 22-27). 











What is ‘the main weakness of our prayer- 
meetings? 
Ean cae we do personally to improve the 
ngs 
hat relation has consecration to good 
meetings ? 


RIVATE pray er . the best way of im- 
proved pubic rayer-meetings. If peo- 
ple have no relish for prayer alone and 

do not practi-e personal fellowship with God 
in prayer how can a public prayer-meeting be 
sincere or real? If on the other hand Chris- 
tians love to talk with God and are reverently 
familiar with him, they will have no greater 
pleasure than to come together to join their 
minds and hearts in thinking of God and in 
speaking to him. But if the prayer-meetings 
are dead and paporebes it is usually because 
theré is not back of them a life of devotion 
and prayer in individuals, 


~ 


Bible study seems always to go with prayer. 
, | Studying God’s Word to us help# us to speak 
to God. And no one goes very fat in such 
| study without realizing the need also of hel 
e| from God to live by the searching light which 
streanis from the Bible. The Bible teaches 
a we need to pray and it teaches us how 
+ To have a great deal of real Bible 
meetings promotes prayer, 


| 1€i6 not ot proms by secular lectures or en- 


tertainments. It is richly promoted by the 
study of God’s Word. 


Having definite persons and things to pray 
for improves the prayer-meetings. Many de- 
nominations have year-books of prayer in 
which particular individuals or objects are 
named for special days. To use these books 
and to be on the watch for the many things 
which should be prayed about and to have 
these pone remembrance isa great 
assistance. le soon come to discover 
where real waaf effectual prayer is being offered 
and will bring there the definite needs of their 
own and other lives, 


It is good, too, to keep track of answered 
prayers and to report them to the glory of 
G The Lord’s book of remembrance of 
us (Malachi 3 : 86) should be matched with 
our book of remembrance of him add his faith- 
ful dealings with his children. We should 
be amazed if we would keep a better-record 
of our prayers to see how in spite of our 
frailties and faithlessness God has been faith- 
sul and done for us far more than we have 
asked, 

% 


are meant each to nour- 
ish the other. ‘*Laborare est orare’’ and 
**Orare est laborare’’ are both true. - Who- 
ever will undettake to do God's will will find 
that he has work to do beyond his strength 
which he can do only by seeking help from 
God, Whoever will truly pray. will find that 
in his prayer duties are revealed which he 
must do if he wishes to have peaceful and 
happy fellowship with God, And what is 
true of our personal experience is true of our 
public worship too, There also doing the 
will and seeing the face of God must go to- 
gether, 


Work and prayer 


; FJ 
Able -bodied Cliristians can’t improve 
prayer-meetings by staying away from them, 
It is not enough to say, **I don’t care for 
prayer-meetings.’’ That may simply reveal 
our proclivities, « 
Prayér-meetings are not an end in them- 
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(Lesson for FEB. 28) 





All who are deat or hard a of be sed 
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BE OBEDIENT BE TRUSTWORTHY BE PREPARED BELOYAL BE BRAVE 
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BOY SCOUTS (ONLY), 


you be kind enough to send 
in your school, or tell them to 





renvurms oo 


Teachers of Boys 


We have something of vital importance to communicate to 


Sunday-school workers to put us in touch with them. Will 


The Sunday School Times Company 


and we are depending on 


wz m<07 


us the names of a few scouts 
ask us direct for information. 
sataine 








BE KIND BECOURTEOUS BE FRIENDLY BE PREPARED BE CHEERFUL 


‘2>mre he 











your judgment, 


Sunday School 


Rodeheaver 









REAT REVIVAL HYMNS No.TWO. 


~ An exceptional book of merit that will commend itself to’ 
It is ¢ke one book that 


A returnable copy mailed for examination upon request.” bi 
Cash with the order price, Cloth, $25; Limp, $18; Manilla, $12.50 per 100, not ‘prepaid. 


The song book used in all the 





campaigns is 


yori every. need for Church gest 


Co., 31 Methedies Bite: Sak 














161. 


162, 


Ask how ce obtain our 

new music at half price. 

Easter Services 

c D F 7 Samples of our latest and our new 

1915 coeieg, mailed to Pastors, Sun- 
day School S uperintendents or Music 
Committees on request. 

Tullat-Mereith C0, 2° nol Casas 

want to bring in the Kingdom of God on the 

earth will inevitably use. 

Are we happiest when nearest pores 4 or 

farthest from it? 

org 
Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 

What man was dragged out of danger 
by angels ? 

Who built a gallows a hundred feét high 
on which to hang an innocent man, but 
was hanged thereon himself? 

163. What, prophecy was made against an 
idolatrous altar, what was the sign of 
the truth of the prophecy, and how was 
it fulfilled ? 

164. Who are the only three prophetesses 
mentioned in the Old Testament ? 
What two men each had one day in 
their lives lengthened by a miracle ? 


165. 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 
156. The bones of Elisha (2 Kings 13 : 21). 
157. In the battle of Beth-horon, when 
Joshua defeated the armies of five allied 
kings (Josh. 10 : 11). 

The men whom the king of Assyria 
sent to occupy the cities of Samaria 
after the Israelites had been carried 
away captive (2 Kings 17 : 25-29). 
Jehu, the son of Nimshi (2 Kings 9 : 
20; 10 : 36). 

Elisha when he met Hazael, the gen- 
eral of the king of Syria, and read in 
his face that he would slay the king of 
Syria and harry the Israelites (2 Kings 
8 : 10-55), 


158. 


159. 
160. 





Free Easter Music 





Day of Resurrection ) Services forSunday Schools. 

Easter Classics No. 3 of cach, (Be cach, Bbc the | 

The Triumph Story Quem, $he 200, poet. - fi 
id. Free Sampl 

The Unbarred Portal ) Pastorscr Superintendents. | 


Anthems and Choir Cantatas for Easter. Samples 
at our expense for examination. 

Easter Helper. 10c each. A Book of Exercises, | 
Recitations and Drills for Easter. | 


Hall-Mack Co., 1018-20 Arch. St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Free Easter Music 





The ctor ) Free Samples to Pastors and Su- 
The a ev }perintendenes. Sc cach, Bi ae the 
dian oz 6 he 100, 
New Solo for Easter. “As itis Written,” 


” fo < 
Austin Miles and C, Kohimann, List price 50c. bc. Send 
15c for x copy or S08 for Ad and one other solo. 


PF ea preg pg RA pene 
ies. Thrilling story u 
Adam Geibel Music Co., 1020 Arch St., Phila. Ps. 





Easter Services 


‘* HAIL HIS NAMB”"’ 

Easter Kichoes No 32 (Music and Word Edition). 
** JESUS REIGNS ”’ 

Easter Echoes No. 31 (Music and Word Fdition). 
wes Brees cents per copy, $5 cents ‘per dozen, 
Word d Pdition $1.03 09, ber hundred, less than a hun- 

cents ea 
cs cents for package containing one each of the 
ve, also Easter Catalogue and illustrated cir- 
pes of Easter Collection vices. 
Send 30 cents fm 10 of our Easter Services. Send 
Oot cents for 26 Easter Services. 
jogue only — £ 


MacCalla & Co.,Inc., “oniedeiphin - 
Easter Services 


5 samples free for 10 cents; also Choir 
Anthems for EASTER sent on request. 


JOHN J. HOOD Mii acionas 
on H KNOWLEDGE : : 


Send now o ri 

aed or Masheod iw 
Womanhood.” ges. Ethics of 
Ep all adie, te Sot. 








“ Guide to Sex In- 
panera 8 pages, tiow soc; all - hp sr, me og os 
postpaid. Greatest opportunit ne fe Ae Mic van- 
0.4 Christian workers, etc. 

490 Union Street, Marietta, Ohio. 


OME - MAKING, THE RE ey A,” is 2 100-pp. il- 
lustrated handboo! Boake Pa: Home study 
Domestic Science courses. For home-makings teach- 


ing and well-paid positions. Amnxrcan Sc i. OF 
ome Economics, soz W. St... CuscaGe, tut. 


pooning,”” 








